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NOTES OF A TOUR TO MANDELAY. 


By Rev. A. T. Rosr, Rancoon, Burman. 


The Setting Out — Rev. Mr. Hough— Mrs. Bennett. Nov. 30, 1867. — Saturday, 
two, P. M. After long deiays and repeated postponements we are off for Mandelay. 
The new and powerful steamer, “ Col. A. P. Phayre” (named in honor of the late Chief 
Commissioner), commanded by Captain Antrem, with two large flats, the “ Prome” 
and “‘ Pegu,” in tow, left her anchorage off Rangoon town for Mandelay, at about: 
two,P. M. Passengers, J. McCall, Esq., of the firm of “ Todd, Findlay & Co.,” Mrs. 
J. McCall, Mrs. C. Bennett, Rev. Geo. Hough, Rev. J. N. Cushing, Mrs. Calogreedy 
and four children, and about a hundred and fifty native passengers. Mr. Hough has 
attained a ripe age, being about eighty. It is now about fifty-three years since he 
arrived in Rangoon as a missionary, and joined Mr. Judson, who had been on the 
field two or three years before. Mr. Hough has never been obliged to seek a change 
of climate for health, at least has not been out of the “ tropics” for fifty-two or three 
years. He is still quite active, can walk a mile or so, retains well his mental faculties, 
is cheerful and hopeful, and much respected by all who know him. Probably those 
who attended his ordination, and those who waited upon his ministry, and those who 
joined in the “farewell and God speed,” as he and his wife and little son left our 
American shores for this heathen land, are nearly all gone—gone. ‘The few that 
may remain will be glad to hear what I have mentioned. 

Mrs. C. Bennett, though nearly forty years have passed away since she first left 
America, is fresh in the memory and high in the esteem of our people at home, and 
beloved by ali who know her for her goodness and untiring devotion and manifold 
labors for Christ. 

The steamer moves off down, down the Rangoon river, though it is up we want to 
go. A strong tide and wind are against us. Many eyes involuntarily, but not 
unnaturally, turn to take lingering looks at Rangoon; for loved ones are left behind. 
And two eyes, I venture to conjecture, peep in at the mouth of the Pegu river as we 
pass, and in those two mild eyes, now so full of tenderness, the wish may be read, “ O 
that this steamer might by some happy combination of fortuitous blunders fetch up at 
Toungoo!” How affecting, “‘ When each can feel his brother’s sigh, and with him 
bear a part.” 
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Detention — The Sabbath. About four, P. M., just as we arrived at the mouth of 
the Bassein Creek, Mr. McCall learns that the numerous articles he had purchased for 
presents for the king and court people had not been sent on board. So down goes 
the anchor for twenty-four hours. This detained us a day, but gave us a quiet Sab. 
bath; and, as we were near the sea, the wind was cool and bracing. It was very 
agreeable to be at rest in so good a place, with so large a number of Burmans on 
board, to whom we could preach and give books. Our native preachers were busy, 
Mrs. Bennett spent a part of the day in reading and talking to the women and others 
who would listen on board the “ Pegu.” 


Fellow Passengers. On that flat are about a hundred Maulmain people, mostly of 
Taling stock, wealthy, and of much worldly intelligence. They have been long 
engaged in the teak timber trade, and some of them have amassed wealth, and by 
that wealth have built and are building extensive works of merit. The most noted 
among these people for large offerings is the “ Kyoung-ta-gah” (one who builds and 
consecrates a kyoung or monastery), Moung Taw Yike. This man completed a few 
years ago, at Kado, ten miles above Maulmain, a magnificent and expensive kyoung, 
costing, it is said, Rs, 200,000; besides this, half as much more was expended at differ- 
ent times in feasts and entertainments, gotten up on an almost kingly scale. Taw 
Yike is about forty-five or fifty, has a pleasant countenance, modest bearing, sharp 
business talents, but not great argumentative or reasoning powers; at least, his mental 
faculties have not been exercised and trained to defend his religious notions. He 
“has worked hard to make money, and his earnings are now invested in the ‘ bank of 
merit,’ which, according to the religion and philosophy of his ancestors and those of 
surrounding nations, is not only the safest, but the only safe investment. If he has 
erred, be it so; the consequences of that error will be more tolerable than the odium 
of condemning and opposing the wisdom of ancestors.” 


Character of the People. All these people are very polite and intelligent; some of 
the young women are good readers. They have felt the power and influence of west- 
ern civilization longer and stronger than Burmans of any other community. They 
admit and admire the vast superiority of western science and art and literature; in 
shert, almost everything the white ships bring to this country is better than their own, 
except religion. That, they are free to say, is inferior to theirs, or, “if it be better 
for us, it is not so good for them.” Under the term religion, they place social morality, 
temperance, purity, honesty, etc., etc. We dothe same. In thought we connect the 
revolting cruelties and immoralities of the Hindus with their religion. The Burmese 
connect arrack and opium, drunkenness and licentiousness, with the religion of those 
who have done so much to fill the land with these deadly poisons and loathsome 
crimes. How hard it is to get these people to turn their eyes off from the vile 
vestments in which many merely nominal Christians choose to robe themselves, and 
get them to come near to Christ and look on Him and hear His words. Many of 
these people have heard a good deal in Maulmain, and have read our books, and say 
our Law is good. Christ was holy, and His doctrine pure and good; no bad man can 
keep the law or follow Christ; no one can follow Christ and not be good, etc., ete. 
But then, as for real, earnest, honest hearing, it is not to be found in one of these 
people. They are leaving their homes and business for two months on a trip of 
religious pleasure and profit on the old “ Shin Gaudama” line; that is, they go to 
enjoy themselves and to get merit by she-ko-ing to every pagoda, temple, idol, and 
priest they meet with, and they would sooner be plunged to the bottom of the river 
than be “ turned from the track.” 

Still, we talk and discuss points; we shall be better acquainted before we get to Man- 
delay ; some are reading our tracts and portions of the Scriptures. 

On our flat, “ Prome,” is a mixed multitude, — up-country merchants, Burmese, 
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Chinese, Mussulmans, Hindus, ete., ete. Here we find a number of champions, who 4 
with burning zeal put themselves forward to do battle for Gaudama. We shall find | 
work enough on board the flats to keep us busy. To take down the noisy, blustering 
fellows and silence them, and even to make them appear ridiculous before a crowd of 
their own people, is often not a difficult thing, nor can it be called (much of) a good 
thing. But to sit down quietly and lead them step by step in a clear and open way 
to see themselves ruined and lost by sin, and then to unfold to them the infinite com- 
passion and saving grace of God in Christ Jesus, this is what we would; but, alas, 
what we cannot do. “Lo, I am with you alway,” is our only hope and comfort. 
Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst open these blind eyes and unstop these deaf ears, and 
quicken these dead souls. 


Life on Board — Karen Villages. Have worship with the native Christians on 
board morning and evening in my cabin. There are two Burmese disciples, two 
Karens, one Shan, and one Chinese. My cabin is large. I have four large boxes of 
books, two of stores, and lots of other traps, and still room enough for eight or ten to 
meet in it for worship; besides, it is cool and airy. We all take our meals on the fine 
new flat, “ Pegu;” so we have to travel across the “Col. Phayre” three or four 
times a day, which is not a very long or difficult journey, as good planks are thrown 
from the steamer to the flats. 

At nearly full tide Sunday evening we entered the creek, reached the China-bu- 
keer, one of the main branches of the Irrawadi, in four hours, where we anchored till 
three in the morning. At daylight we passed Day-da-yay, and other villages soon 
after that had a familiar look. Here are Karen Christians at different points. Mr. 
and Mrs. Brayton have often visited this region. Mr. Stevens and I at different 
times within the last six years have been to these villages with the Word of life. 
Many have heard, the seed has been sown. Will not even a few grains spring up 
and bear fruit unto eternal life ? 

We soon came to the mouth of the Twantay Creek, and I] think of many circum-. 
stances connected with visits to that city. At nine, A. M., we pass the large fishing 
town Thong-Kwah, where years ago some appeared well, but no fruit has yet matured. 
The villages are numerous. It looks to me that many new villages have sprung up 
since I was last along this stream; but it may only be that now on the upper deck of 
a steamer I can see many villages lying off from the river that I could not see in a 
small boat close to the water. ‘Two years ago this dry season, returning from Bassein 
I stopped at the Karen Association just above Pantanau, where I met the Braytons 
and br. E. A. Stevens, and his son just arrived from America. I returned home in 
br. Stevens’ boat, and passed down this river and stopped at some of these places. 
How little is the most that we can do towards visitnig all these villages, 


Geographical Notes. We soon struck the broad river below Min-k4-doung island; 
at about four, P. M. passed the Pantanau river. This is the last deep anc large branch 
of the Irrawadi; the Nyoung dong just above, is navigable for steamers only in the 
rains. The Bassein river, that breaks off from the Irrawadi ten or fifteen miles above 
Henthada, is a very narrow and swift stream in the dry season, and small boats only 
can pass. At Fingdau, twenty-five miles above Henthada, on the east bank, is a 
broad opening during the rains that help to swell the Hlaing river; but this is a dry 
bed of sand in the dry season. We passed Nyoung dong at sundown, the river broad 
and deep, beautiful islands, many fine villages, boats in all directions, large and small. 
How sweet and calm is nature in all her forms here presented! Loud and discordant 
sounds of Burmese music tell of feasting, merry-making, and “ Koo-tho” getting at 
different points on shore. 

At about ten, Monday evening, we arrived at Donabew and anchored for the night 
I had hoped we should be here for a while in daylight, to allow us to see some of the 
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Christians living here, and give tracts to the people. About fourteen years ago Mp, 
Brayton settled in this town ; through him many of the Karens in this region heard the 
gospel for the first time, and some who heard and embraced it, are still bright lights, 
I have made a number of short visits to the Burmese of this town, and br. Crawley has 
labored a good deal here also ; “sowing much and reaping little” — none. This js 
our sorrow. O Lord, how long! 


Tuesday, Dec. 3.— Pass S’gah-gee, where there has been for years a flourishing 
Karen church, with a good ordained pastor. The country looks rich and beautiful: 
the river is more than a mile wide at places, with many islands and sandbanks visible 
at this season. Some of these islands are charming spots; they seem to have a vain 
and self-complacent look, a little proud of their situation. Who shall blame them, 
encircled by the arms and nestling in the bosom of the placid “ Queen of rivers,” 
Irrawadi? But few of these islands have people living on them, for the reason that 
they are nearly all covered with water in the rains, and are moreover liable to be 
washed away. Pleasant villages are quite numerous on the banks. No people in the 
world could more easily get a good living, it would seem, than those of this valley. 
Rice, vegetables, fruit, fish, and fowls can be procured in no country for less labor 
than here, if the people would only be industrious. Cheap clothing and cheap dwell. 
ings are all the people need for their comfort; and for these very reasons, doubtless, 
the Burmese are an indolent people. 


Henthada — Memorial of Mr. Thomas. About noon pass the large Burmese town 
of Zalong, where there is a small Burmese church, and inland, some eight or ten 
miles, is another. These are the fruits of br. Crawley’s faithful labors among this 
people. At four, P. M., we anchored two miles below Henthada; can get no nearer, 
Twelve years ago steamers could pass close along shore the whole length of the town. 
A large sand bank and island four or five miles long, now obliges them to anchor two 
miles below the town, and to pass it on the opposite bank of the river close in shore. 
Here the Thomases for twelve years have labored hard among the Karens, preach. 
ing, teaching, by Bibles, schools, and books, by music, earnest, loving words, and 
pleasant looks. Rich and ample has been their harvest of souls and joy. Here too, 
for the same length of time the Crawleys have labored among the Burmans with much 
real success. The Crawleys and Thomases! are now in Bassein, and their places 
filled by the Douglasses and Smiths. 

Our party all, — the McCalls, Mr. Hough, Mrs. Bennett, Mr. Cushing, and myself, 
— went on shore and spent a delightful evening with the Douglasses and Smiths. Mr. 
Hough walked more than a mile; we feared it would make him ill, but it did not hurt 
him. I had arranged with br. Douglass to take with me the eloquent pastor, Ko Ing, 
to preach to the patricians of the royal city. Him they would respect for his age, 
learning, and accomplished manners, and his trenchant words and silvery notes would 
secure for his message a hearing. Moung Kike, a young man of no family and good 
health, and having lived in Mandelay, also wished to go. He seemed fitted to be such 
a man as I wanted to travel with me, wherever I might think it best to go. As both 
these men desired, I depended on their services, and did not expect to take any 
assistant from Rangoon. 


Disappointed Plans. I learned by a telegram the day before lvaving, that neither 
of these brethren would go. Ko Ing was in feeble health, and feared it might be too 
much for him. Moung Kike, on hearing that I intended to go to Bhamo, feared 
tigers, robbers, fevers, etc., etc. At least the journey would be very hard and difli- 
cult, and he should be very worn and weary. Indeed at first these brethren supposed 
Mr. Douglass would go to Mandelay for his health, as he was suffering much from his 


1 This journal was written before the departure of the late Mr. Thomas. 
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Mr. && jhroat; but as he concluded not to go, all was changed. I do not blame these breth- 
dthe Hf ren much for not going; but [ was much pleased with Moung Pyon, my only assistant. 
ights, On hearing of the failure of the Henthada brethren, I called him, told him my diffi- 
has culty, stated my plans, and asked him if he was willing to go. He said he was willing. 
8 is HJ The Burmese have a dread of going to Bhamo, especially on account of the malignant 
fever that people get who go there. They also dread a journey into the Shan states, 
hin anywhere in fact, involving hard, protracted journeying, hardship, and scanty fare. 
5 
nfal; Location of Myanoung. We left Henthada early on Wednesday morning, Dec. 4, 
sible and expected to reach Myanoung that night, but did not, however, till next day at 
vat @ ine, A. M. Myanoung is now the official town of the Henthada district, distant 
hm, from Henthada about sixty miles in a direct line, but by the river, eighty or more. 
pa We ought to have a mission at Myanoung. It is a large town, high and dry at all 
o times, about midway from Henthada to Prome. The surrounding population is large 
D be and thrifty, and a missionary there would have no occasion to step on the toes of br. 
hes E. 0. Stevens at Prome or br. Douglass at Henthada. We stopped here three hours, 
 &f hada tramp on shore, and on the new “ bund,” a high embankment at a distance 
- from the river, which is to extend from Kouk toung, twenty miles above, to Pan-— 
lew, nau river, for the purpose of preventing the waters of the Irrawadi from flooding the 
~~’ EB vast paddy lands of the Bassein district. ‘This is a great work, carried on by Govern- 
ment, and if it succeeds, will be of immense benefit to the Bassein district. We did 
own fg not go to the native town, and did not see many natives. Called for a short time on = 
ten | 4 gentleman whom I knew years ago, and heard of afterwards as a converted man; is, 
this [| but I fear he is going to the “ bad,” two ways in one — strong drink, certain, and the - 
rer, J next “sin of the land,” not less certain. “ 


Leave at noon and anchor for the night above Kouk toung, a high, rocky elevation 
and a contracting of the river's banks. Here, it is said, in the days of yore the king 
of Prome used to collect his ‘‘ sea customs.” This gives it its name, A kouk (customs, 
duties), and Toung (mountain). According to Burmese books, the sea once reached 
this place. It has travelled a long way off now. 


The Arracan Mountains — Prome. All the way from Henthada we have had fine, 
though somewhat distant, views of the Arracan mountains. This Kouk toung, looks 
like a spur from that (the Arracan) range, shot off here on purpose to form a barrier 
to the sea, and to keep the salt water out of the royal palace at Prome, in the good 
old days of yore. From this point we shall see hills and mountains more or less all 
the way. 


Dec. 6. — Friday, about two, P. M., we arrived at Prome. Friends well. Br. 
Simons has ceased to grow old. We dined with br. Stevens ; got from him a large 
box of tracts to increase our supply, and a few more Bibles. Prome was for some 
thirteen or fourteen years the home of Dr. Kincaid. Br. Simons came here with br. 
Kincaid and still remains. Br. E. O. Stevens came less than two years ago. We 
left Prome about four, P. M., on the 7th December, but did not get far before dark; 
anchored for the night at the town of Ka-ma. 


Dec. 8.— Sunday morning. Not long after we got under way, the steamer 
“Ner-budda” hove in sight, far in the distance, rounding a broad, low sandbank. 
The morning sun shining brightly, his rays were reflected in such a way as to make 
the steamer and flat appear like an immense floating palace. An object seen on 
the water, or across a broad field of white sand in the full bright glow of the early 
sun, displays a magnitude and splendor vastly transcending the reality. I once 
saw a paddy bird that seemed as tall as a tall man. 
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The Baptist Church at Thayet. The steamers stopped before they met, and each 
sent off boats. Our party sent letters for Rangoon. We arrived at Thayet about 
two, P.M. Br. Cushing and I went on shore at five, and had a pleasant meeting with 
the soldiers at seven. About thirty Christian soldiers are formed into a Baptist 
church. Bro. Simons baptized about twenty at one time. They have met with 
much opposition and many annoyances from some of their officers and the chaplain, 
These, however, seem to have been to them as the devil and his sieve, and they feel to 
thank the Lord for permitting the trials and sanctifying them to their good. These men 
were troubled for a place to hold meetings, and sometimes could not get a place, and 
could not meet. At last a nice house was built near the church, the men subscribing 
all they could, and some of the officers helping liberally. Gen. Briggs aided largely 
and used to meet with the men three times a week while he remained at the station, 
But Government also aided in building the house, and as it is in cantonment, it is 
under military authority. Through the opposition of the chaplain, this house was 
ordered to be closed and the keys given to him; it is now unoccupied. Their present 
commanding officer said these men were good men, and they had rights, and were 
entitled to a place of worship, and should have it. He gave them the library building, 
a small, but comfortable, place. But they are not allowed to hold their meeting while 
service is going on in “the church,” which is close by. So we stood on the steps, 
waiting till services closed in the church, then went in and commenced ours. The 
room was filled, and they gave us a heartyreception. It was delightful and refreshing 
tous. All these men are determined to leave the army as soon as their time is up. 
They have learned that their dearest rights are liable to be trampled on by those who 
ought to defend them. 

The English church and the English army both but poorly understand religious 
liberty, especially soul-liberty. I was pleased to come across Mr. Savial, whom | 
baptized years ago in Rangoon. He is a regular attendant at these meetings, and | 
hear him well spoken of. The weather is pleasant and delightfully cold, and all nature 
is bright and beautiful. 


Scenery on the River. Dec. 10. — Left Thayet about seven, A. M. The sky was 
clear, the air cold, almost piercing, the wind strong from the northwest all day. We 
feasted our eyes on the beautiful and ever-varying scenery that was presented to our 
view. The river’s banks were bold, and often lined with stones and rocks; sometimes 
a mountain projected out into the river. The irregular surface of the country often 
reminds one of New England. But the trees and the foliage are not so thick, rich, 
and beautiful, though by a little strain of the fancy we could discern the chestnut 
and walnut trees with their leaves slightly gray and yellow by the first frosts of 
autumn. 

We did not land and climb the mountain, and if we had, I suppose we should be 
obliged to report “no ripe brown chestnuts and beautiful white shucked walnuts.” In 
many places the shape of the land is very picturesque; then again it might be called 
a caricature of the picturesque, and then again “ comically fantastic” might be used 
to describe it; but after all, no idea can be given like that derived from seeing. It 
looked at times as if a number of small mountains had been jammed up into a corner; 
then, as if some had been thrown down on their sides, and some turned almost over 
and left in that doubtful position. After living in Rangoon a dozen years, one can 
hardly get tired of looking at these mountains and valleys. 

We passed three beautiful islands, covered with large trees and rich foliage. The 
villages were thick along the shores on both sides. Pagodas and kyoungs were numer- — 
ous. Men, women, and children, and dogs would line the banks to see the steamer 
and flats, which present such a contrast to Burmese boats. We anchored for the 
night at Ma-lown, a large village where there is a pagoda, built in honor of the great 
Burmese General, Bandula. 
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Labors by the Way. Dec. 11.—Min-hlah. We arrived at this place about eight, 
A.M. This is the station where the king collects duties on exports and imports by 
the river. On goods shipped for Mandelay, however, duty is paid there. We all 
went ashore for two hours, saw many people, and gave away many books. Again 
after breakfast I went on shore, and talked to a large crowd of people as long as I 
could. We gave away in all, at Min-hlah more than 1,000 tracts, numbering in all 
15,000 or 20,000 pages. The governor came on board; he appeared a plain man, 
disposed to make as little display as his position and Burmese ideas would admit; that 
little, however, is enough to make a man appear ludicrous in our eye. 

The people appear poor; the large number of kyoungs they build and maintain 
must take much from thousands of families, really needed for their own comfort. Here 
is self-denial in obedience to their faith, supported and rendered cheerful by the hope 
of a future reward. 

Did not leave till almost sundown, and soon came to anchor for the night. The 
moon was full; the evening was more than beautiful; everything around seemed still, 
grand, and vast. Our nights are very quiet. As the channel is not so well known, the 
Captain does not venture nights at all. Even in the day, it is difficult to keep in the 
channel all the time. The bed of the river is very broad, with many islands and 
sandbanks. ‘The lead is constantly going; and if we get out of the channel, we feel 
about till we find it. Have not been aground yet, but near it several times. 


Dec. 12, two, P. M.— We are now above Magwai. The beauty and variety of the 
scenery continue. Mr. Cushing counted over eighty pagodas along on a chain of 
hills, all in sight at once. How a people so miserably poor can lay out such vast 
sums to keep up worthless piles of brick and mortar, it is difficult to understand. I 
have been on shore in the king’s country only at Min-hlah. The collector of the king’s 
customs came on board with the governor. All were very civil and gave no trouble 
toany one. The duty is five per cent. It was formerly ten. The English frontier 
duty is abolished. 


Indolent Burmans. The Burman seems even a more uninteresting being in the 
king’s territory than under British rule. The Captain had difficulty to procure help 
to get wood put on board at Min-hlah. The wood was only fifteen or twenty feet from 
the vessel; he offered two rupees per 1,000 sticks (very small). An active man 
would have put 1,000 sticks on board in three or four hours. There were about a 
hundred men on the bank, idle all day, half naked and not looking too well fed; but 
they would not work though they could have earned four days’ wages in four hours. 
All the h ouses were small and of cheap material; the people appeared smaller than 
those of Pegu and Tennasserim, and looked lean, dirty,and black. The dogs seemed 
starved to the lowest point of life. There were many swine in the town, but they 
too were lean and small. These unclean animals belong to the king, and are kept 
only as scavengers; they are not sold or killed. If they die from old age or disease, 
they are, I suppose, eaten by the more highly favored of the people. 


Cattle of Burmah. There are many cows and bullocks in this region, an these are 
in good condition; many of them are fat, and this is true of horned cattle generally in 
Burmah. The reasons for this I have not heard given; but I would say, 1, The 
breed is small, short-legged, compactly built, and tough. 2, The cows are never 
milked, so the calf gets all the milk. 3, Plenty of good grass and water. The bul- 
locks are used, but not overworked, and are well fed and cared for. .Mr. McCall 
went out three or four miles from Min-hlah, and saw large herds of cows, looking nice 
and fat. He was told they could be bought for Rs. 10 per head; but no one would 
dare to sell without a royal order from the king. I do not know as all cattle are 
regarded as belonging to the king; but no one can sell without his order. I saw but 
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few buffaloes along here. The ponies are smaller than the Shan ponies brought to 
Rangoon. The paddy cultivation here is small compared with that below, but Mr, 
McCall saw large fields yesterday where he went, the grain all harvested. Paddy is 
Rs. 100 per 100 baskets here; at Rangoon, it is Rs. 70; at Mandelay, Rs. 150. 


Prevalence of Idolatry. We pass places where I would be glad to stop to “ sight 
see” and talk to the people. Pagodas and clusters of kyoungs near every town and 
village, tell us how universally the people cling to the great falsehood that covers and 
darkens the whole land. And how they love it! How this key of Satan fits the lock 
of man’s depravity! We visited yesterday several kyoungs and priests. No one 
attempted to stop us because of our shoes, or requested us to take them off. At one 
place the Poongyees wanted Mrs. Bennett and Mrs. McCall to go into their kyoung 
and see a very splendid coffin of a dead Poongyee. Mrs. B. did not let the oppor- 
tunity slip unimproved. Sweet words freighted with precious truth flowed from her 
lips. The Saviour, salvation from sin and hell, and an eternal life of purity and bless. 
edness were the theme. But these thoughts could not enter the gate of their dark 
hearts, much less find a lodgment there, without a royal pass from the King of kings. 


Wood-up on the Irrawadi. We have passed the mud volcanoes, so we shall not 
see them now. The steamer that went up before us had to stop and cut their own 
wood. If we have to do that, we shall have more, — at least, a kind of sight-seeing 
we did not anticipate. Our wood is very poor; it is small and green; much of it less 
than two inches in diameter, bark and all. The quantity of wood we burn is great, 
being 700 or 800 sticks an hour, or about 10,000 daily. The price of this wood is 
from ten to fifteen Rs. per 1,000 sticks. Coal is known to exist in different parts of 
Burmah; but it has been “ officially” condemned as unfit for use. Col. Phayre has 
expressed the opinion that that judgment is the result, more of an influence of the 
coal dealers at home, than of scientific investigation. 


[To be continued.] 


LETTERS FROM 


to Burmans, 
HENTHADA. 
LETTER FROM Mrs. INGALLS. 


Burman Mission in Henthada. Hen- 
thada, Aug. 21, 1868.—I came here a 
fortnight since. I found the way to this 
place a rather difficult one at this season, 
and was obliged to make the trip in an 
open canoe. The rain poured down in 
torrents all of one day and one night, and 
the Irrawadi was so boisterous that we 
could not cross till the storm abated. 
Then we procured a large boat, and 
reached Henthada in safety. In order 
that the Burmans might feel that I had 
come to them, I avoided the home of br. 
Smith, and came on to this compound and 
took up quarters in the Burman mission- 
house. I have been here before, and I 


THE MISSIONS. 


missed the brotherly and sisterly greeting 
of the Crawleys, and the loving faces of 
the children. 

In a few moments the verandah was 
alive with the Christians; and then, as 
soon as we had put on our dry garments, 
our party started out to pay respects to 
the Karen missionary. I never would 
attempt to fill the place of brother and sis- 
ter Crawley, the parents of this Burman 
mission ; but I assumed the position for a 
time, and the poor Burmans were com- 
forted. After tea we returned, and since 
that time the Burman mission-house has 
been open, and alive with Christians and 
heathen. I have visited the out-stations 
in company with the pastor and some of 
the preachers, and shall now spend a fort- 
night in the city. At one of the stations 
seven persons came as applicants for bap- 
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tism; but they were not very clear about 
the way of salvation through Christ, and 
they were not received. At another 
place we found two interesting cases, but 
they are not yet able to bear the scorn 
and jeersof their heathen friends. The 
pastor administered the Lord’s Supper at 
two of the places. The hope of one of 
these stations is the school which they es- 
tablished when I was here in April. Very 
few of the grown people can read; and as 
they are now without a priest, the children 
come to the Christian teacher. They 
have a zayat or small chapel, and are a 
working band. 


A Request — Lesson of Mr. Thomas’ 
Death. I wish some friend, or some of my 
dear little Sabbath-school friends, or 
Bible class, would send them a set of Bible 
pictures on pasteboard, to be hung up in 
the school-room. I showed them a pic- 
ture of Adam and Eve, and in a few 
hours the place was filled with the fathers 
and mothers, who came to see the first 
man and woman. Mr. Crawley will help 
them when he returns, but they ought to 
have aid before he returns. The news of 
br. Thomas’ death has reached us, and to 
all of us this is a great loss. He was one 
of the Lord’s chosen ones. He was very 
anxious to see his home friends, and he 
had a great desire to visit the colleges and 
plead the need of helpers. This was not 
allowed, but will not the place newly made 
vacant plead loudly till a number shall 
respond ? 

You have your men at Newton, Roch- 
ester, and Alton, at Madison, Chester, 
and Kalamazoo, and O that the Spirit of 
the Lord would now work in their hearts, 
so that the home churches shall not even 
dare to call them to a home pastorate. 
We have the trial here of a hot climate, 
degradation of the people, and fall of con- 
verts, overwhelming work, few laborers, 
and often, want of funds; but on careful 
reflection, the conversion of even one 
heathen is enough to overbalance all the 
trials; and, if the Lord will only allow us 
to come, live, and work here, it is the 
greatest joy of earth. 


Baptism — Benefit of Schools. Yester- 


day three were received into the Hen- 
thada church by baptism. They are per- 
sons who have been taught by Mr. and 
Mrs. Crawley and Mr. Douglass, and their 
experience was deeply interesting. In 
the case of the man and his wife, we saw 
the blessed results of a Christian school. 
They have been with me almost every 
day since I came, and some days spent 
nearly the whole day. On one occasion 
we had a few heathen inquirers, and I 
was wearied in my work of reading the 
passages in the Old Testament referring 
to Christ, and called out to one of the 
preachers to come and help me. At once 
the new convert was at my side with the 
Burman Bible: “ Give out the book, the 
chapter, and the verse, I will read for 
you.” “Micah, fifth chapter, second 
verse,” I repeated, and at once the man 
turned to the place and read, and thus 
continued for some time. One of the 
heathen men seemed surprised at the 
knowledge of this man, and as I took up 
my pencil to note down some verses, he 
lit his cigar and went to the end of the 
verandah with the man, and there I heard 


him tell the heathen that his little son of. 


ten years and another of seven, had taught 
him these things. He told him too, how 
he had taught him to find the command- 
ments and the Lord’s prayer, and that 
his children had been the great means 
used for his Scripture knowledge. If I 
were with you again, I believe I would 
repeat and repeat, “Support a preacher 
and a school-teacher in as many villages 
as possible.” 


Full of Work. But I must not say 
many more words, for the mission-house 
will soon be lively with people, and I 
must work. The streets are very muddy, 
but we propose to make calls upon many 
heathen families to-day, and to-morrow I 
am to receive visits from as many heathen 
women as will come. The Bible women 
are out giving invitations this morning. 
On Wednesday the house will be open 
for heathen men. If the water does not 
fall, I hope I shall be able to stay here a 
little longer. I have left Miss Adams 
alone for the first time at Thongzai, and 
feel a little anxious about her ; but she is 
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heart and soul in the work, and I trust the 
Lord will keep her in health and safety. 

Aug. 25. Yesterday the mission-house 
was alive with visitors. In the morning 
we had a meeting for the Christian sisters 
and their friends, and after that the gen- 
eral reception, which continued till four 
o'clock. We had calls from old women, 
young women, and children, and then 
calls from men of various positions, from 
the court lawyers down to the beggars. 
Some came to please their friends who 
asked them to accompany them to our 
house ; some came out of mere curiosity to 
see if the new teachers looked like the 
former one; others came to see pictures, 
and a few came to hear more about our 
religion. As one of the women went 
down the steps, she turned to her friend, 
“T have learned something to-day by those 
pictures. I know that Adam was the man, 
Eve the woman.” Her friend was more 
intelligent, and tapping her on her shoul- 
der, I heard her give a word of reproof. 
““ Why do you care who was the man and 
who was the woman? Rather try and 
remember who created them, and then 
search after this God.” One of the men 
was from Arracan, and when I reproved 
him for his plurality of wives, he brought 
up the case of Abraham. He professed 
to believe the Bible, but his heart was 
very hard. Among the sisters were some 
Karens, and we mingled our sympathies 
as we talked of our beloved teacher, 
Thomas. 

I was glad to see them end with thank- 
ing God for their new teachers, brother 
and sister Smith, who have entered so 
earnestly into the work of this field. 


PAissfon to Barens. 


Lerrer From Mr. 


Tour to Zimmay. Maulmain, March 
17, 1868. —I have just returned from the 
jungle. My last trip extended north 
through Shan land, as far as the city of 


1 This letter, accidentally overlooked, should 
have preceded the communication from Mr. 
Norris, printed in the Magazine for December, 
1868, p. 457. 


(January, 


Zimmay. I had several purposes in view, 
among which were these: 1. To get 
Karen preachers into the heart of Siam 
and leave them to preach. 2. To ascer- 
tain more concerning the numbers and 
location of the Karens in Siam and its de- 
pendencies. 3. To learn who were the 
Zimmay Shans, and what is their language. 
4. To see the Burmese and Talings in 
Zimmay. 5. To recover my health. All 
these purposes and more, God has gra- 
ciously permitted me to accomplish. 

1 went alone, save that I had three 
Karens in going, one returning. I went 
on foot with an outfit I could carry in my 
hand. For food I depended upon the rice 
I could buy of the Karens, and the game 
I could shoot. The route has never been 
travelled by a white man before. There 
were, as I expected, difficulties in the way 
of our progress, which the native preachers 
alone could not have overcome. Going 
thus, there were physical hardships such 
as men do not often meet. There might 
seem to be danger; but there is no dan- 
ger to a Christian who is doing his duty. 
I have reason every day to recognize 
God’s tender special care, as I have never 
experienced it before. I will, at br. Car- 
penter’s request, venture a few facts. 


Karens in Siam. 1. The Karens in Siam 
and its dependencies are much more 
numerous than has been supposed. The 
mass of Sgau Karens are east of Tavoy, 
Maulmain, and the Salwen river. Look 
on Stilson’s map, published in 1865. Let 
your eye follow up on the east side of the 
Salwen, into the Shan states dependent 
on Siam. You see a single river (there 
are others that are not shown) flowing 
west and falling into the Salwen. It soon 
divides into two branches, one branch 
called the Mi-lon-gee river, turning north 
and dividing again into two branches. 
Well up on the west branch of this, which 
runs about south, make a mark, and you 
have the site of a large town called 
Myum Yuum (Mi-lon-gee). Look north 
from here as far as the Shan states de- 
pendent on Burmah, and your eye rests 
upon a country very thickly peopled with 
Karens (Sgaus). Let your eye fall upon 
the entire country bounded west by the 
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Salwen, north by Shan states dependent 
on Burmah, east by the river upon which 
Zimmay is situated, south by a line de- 
scribing the latitude of Lahaing, and you 
have a country peopled almost entirely by 
Sgau Karens. Let your mind be assisted 
to take in the vast extent of this country, 
by the fact that I had to travel upwards 
of four hundred miles to get from Maul- 
main to Zimmay. 

Now start from a point east of Mergui, 
in the deep blue coloring which bounds 
Siam proper on the west; follow this rim 
of blue till it turns east, towards Lahaing, 
and you pass through a country densely 
peopled with Karens. Remember, how- 
ever, that the word dense, when applied 
to Karen population, means far less than 
when applied to other people. Now pass 
east of Lahaing and look at the eastern 
half of the Shan states dependent on 
Siam ; here also the Karens are numerous 
upon the mountains and the level part of 
the country. Here, as also in the other 
sections which I have mentioned, is an ex- 
ceedingly small portion of the whole. 

So much I know of the numbers and 
location of the Karens of Siam and its 
dependencies. The Karens say that east 
of Zimmay, east of the Shan states de- 
pendent on Siam, the Karens are yet 
very numerous. I conversed with some 
who said they had been three months east, 
and were still among Sgau Karens. A 
Karen’s three months’ travel might take 
him from Zimmay through the country col- 
ored green, and denominated Petty States 
tributary to China, Burmah, Siam, and 
Cochin China, and it might not. These 
men who professed to have gone so far 
east, said that on a large river which 
flowed southeastwardly to the sea, was a 
powerful being who was a Sgau Karen 
and ruled a Sgau Karen nation, which 
was quite independent of other states. 
It is also a part of this story that these 
Karens inhabit the plains as well as the 
mountains, have permanent homes and 
methods of cultivating the soil, and habits 
generally more nearly approaching civil- 
ization. This great river may be the 
Mekon, and the inhabitants of all that 
country denominated Petty States, ete., 
may be Karens. I have no information 


which makes this account look unlikely to 
be true. But I cannot say I know; for I 
have not been there yet. The Karens 
also say that their race is numerous on the 
mountains east of Bangkok; but this is all 
my knowledge concerning that quarter. 


Character of Siamese Karens. The 
Karens of Siam are the same confiding, 
morally impressible, poor, abused people 
that they are elsewhere. Few of them 
have yet heard the name even of Christ 
or the Eternal God. The preachers, 
while I was with them, preached in many 
villages where this was the case. They 
generally received us well, in some in- 
stances listening eagerly all night. The 
mass of them are devil-worshippers, and 
most abject slaves to their superstitions. 
Comparatively few villages have yet re- 
ceived the Buddhist Poongyees, and 
these only within a very few years. I 
found none who had had them more than 
three years. But there is a strong move- 
ment on the part of the Poongyees to 
disciple them; and, unless they have 
Christian teachers, it is not unlikely that 
nearly all will be Buddhists before another 
score of years have passed. If I were to 
name centres for mission stations, I should 
recommend first, Lahaing; second, Myum 
Yuum; third, Zimmay; fourth, a large 
town nearly west of Bangkok. In these 
places, particularly the more northern, 
missionaries would endure hardships, suf- 
fer privations and dangers unknown in 
Burmah now ; but there are those of us 
quite willing to leave our comfortable 
nests here and go, if our places here can 
be filled. 

I should think it peculiarly desirable 
for many reasons that missionaries should 
spend two years in Burmah before taking 
up a field in Siam; thus being able to go 
there with a knowledge of the language, 
some acquaintance with the more ap- 
proved methods of mission work, and a 
staff of native assistants which they would 
know how to use effectively at once. 


Language of the People. 2. The Shans 
in the Shan states dependent on Siam. 
I see no reason now why they should be 
called Shans at all. They call themselves 
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Northern Siamese. Their spoken lan- 
guage differs no more from the Southern 
Siamese than does the Burmese of Maul- 
main from the Burmese of Tavoy. The 
written language also differs from the 
Siamese of Bangkok only in having a dif- 
ferent character. The Chiengmai char- 
acter is much like the Burmese. Indeed, 
nearly half the northern Siamese alphabet 
is identical with the Burmese, the letters 
having the same name even. I made 
special efforts while at Zimmay to ascer- 
tain if the language of these northern 
Siamese was also the language of the 
Shans in the Shan states dependent on 
Burmah. I conversed with the Zimmay 
king’s scribe, perhaps the most learned 
man there. He says the northern char- 
acter is quite different; this I had also 
ascertained from seeing the character Mr. 
Cushing had obtained from the northern 
Shan Poongyees. He thinks also that 
the languages are different; but he says 
nevertheless, that the northern Shan mer- 
chants, when coming to Zimmay, get the 
Zimmay tongue in a short time, indeed 
can talk well enough for purposes of trade 
on first arriving. Of course this is a point 
of exceedingly great importance; for if the 
Siamese is the language of the Shans, so 
called, north through all the Shan states, 
the fact cannot be known too soon. The 
northern Siamese are mostly to be found 
in the valleys of the two rivers which 
unite just north of Lahaing (the Siamese 
name is Rahang). These people number 
possibly upwards of 500,000. They are 
more skillful in agriculture, have more 
wealth, and are less proud than the Bur- 
mese people. They are also much milder, 
less bloodthirsty, less lawless than the 
northern Shans, of whom they stand in 
great fear. They are Buddhists, but 
their religion sits very lightly upon them. 
They are very kind and hospitable to 
foreigners. 


I found in Zimmay two American Pres- 
byterian mission families. These dear 
brethren “showed me much kindness.” 
Their eyes are upon the Karens as well 
as the Siamese. I cannot enlarge upon 
this point, but does it not deserve the im- 
mediate careful consideration of our de- 
nomination ? 


Mission to Assam : — Letter from Mr. Stoddard. 
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SHWAYGYEEN. 
LETTER FROM Mr. CUSHING. 


A Sabbath at Shwaygyeen. Rangoon, 
July 21, 1868.—I arrived in Rangoon on 
the morning of the 17th, seven days from 
Toungoo. 

On my way I had the pleasure of spend- 
ing the Sabbath with br. Harris at Shway- 
gyeen. I found him suffering from the 
effects of a severe attack of fever. The 
usual morning service began about ten 
o'clock. A goodly number of Karens 
were present, to unite in the worship of 
Jesus. As br. Harris was unable to 
preach, and the native pastor was absent, 
Mr. La Chapelle supplied their place. I 
enjoyed the service very much, and could 
not help praising God that so many have 
been brought to accept Christianity and 
enjoy its blessings. 

At noon we repaired to the bank of the 
beautiful Shwaygyeen river, which flows 
at the foot of the hill back of the mission 
compound. Above us were noble trees; 
on the opposite bank villages peeping out 
of the jungle ; at our feet rolled the lovely 
river. In this stronghold of Buddhism, 
a little assembly gathered at this beautiful 
spot, to witness one of the ordinances 
which Jesus established. When a hymn 
had been sung and a prayer offered, it 
was my privilege to bury a Karen young 
man with'Jesus in baptism. I made use 
of the Burmese formula, and never did 
the words of that language seem sweeter. 

I sincerely trust that some young man 
will be sent to reinforce br. Harris in his 
very important field. He has toiled alone 
nobly, and the abundant harvest is his rich 
reward. The field needs immediate re-in- 
forcement. May God send it. 


PAission to Assam. 
LETTER FROM Mr. Stopparp. 


Garo Tradition of the Flood. Gowal- 
para, Aug. 8, 1868.— I wrote last on the 
22d June from Damra. We returned to 
the station on the 3d of July. Came by 
boat in less than a day, as the streams 
were swollen and the current rapid. 

During: the last ten days, Omed and 
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several of the assistants were with me. 
We had daily exercises together in read- 
ing and expounding the Scriptures. We 
took for one exercise br. Ward’s recent 
excellent translation of Genesis. As we 
came to the account of the flood, the Garo 
brethren gave me their account of the 
flood. It was quite short. They said 
they supposed some things had been for- 
gotten, holding it so many hundreds of 
years in mind without books. 

“ There was a flood” — they don’t know 
why. The waters covered everything. 
One man and one woman, hand in hand, 
reached the highest peak of the highest 
mountain. When the waters came near, 
they climbed to the top of a very tall 
tree which the floods did not quite over- 
flow. By this couple, who were Garos, 
the earth was repeopled. 


More Garos baptized. On the last 
Sunday in June, Omed and I baptized 
twelve in this new Jordan, the Dudh, 
which bounds one side of our school 
grounds. Five were young men from the 
Normal School, who had heard much of 
the Christian religion; four were the men 
spoken of in my last, from a new village 
some two hours from Damra; three were 
from Amjonga. One,a woman whose hus- 
band I baptized last February, came eight 
miles, bringing on her back a large child, 
and fording streams to her armpits. She 
seemed quite happy in obeying Christ, and 
I trust will be a great help to her husband, 
from whom I heard the best accounts. He 
was too ill to come with her. 

On Monday morning I had the pleasure 
of baptizing a middle-aged man who lives 
near Damra. He had been a sepoy, was 
associated with Omed at Gowahati, was 
well known to the assistants as a man of 
good report, and all seemed to welcome 
him gladly. An interesting case. He 
seems to be much respected. The news of 
his baptism spread rapidly through his vil- 
lage, and before night a man of the village 
came to inquire if all the people might not 
come and hear about this new doctrine. 
“ Most certainly,” said I; “ come one, come 
all; for this object am I here.” The village 
is about one mile from Damra, but the fields 
are so flooded that I cannot get there on 


my pony. 
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The next day was very wet; still, sev- 
eral came, but I was taken quite ill in the 
mean time and could see no one. We 
hastened home, and thus closed our June 
visit at Damra. We have gathered the first 
fruits at this important point, and conse- 
crated another mountain-stream to Christ. 


Additional Applicants. Could we have 
remained longer, others would have asked 
to joinus. A letter just in from the teacher 
at Damra says, “ The Garos come in fre- 
quently to hear the Assamese Testament 
read. Six or eight desire baptism.” 

Also from another point, towards Gowa- 
hati, at Rongjoli, our school-teacher 
writes, “ Two Garo young men in school 
ask for baptism, through the instructions I 
have been able to give them. I seek to go 
to the Christian village, that br. Omed may 
see and baptize if he thinks proper.” I re- 
joice with great trembling. O for grace, 
for the Holy Spirit, to direct. 


New Helpers raised up. 1 must here 
make a brief reference to my letter of last 
November which appeared in the May 
Magazine, for the encouragement of those 
who are giving and praying for the Garos. 

All the young men named in that 
“ prayer-meeting” as seeking Christ, I 
have had the pleasure of baptizing; also, 
Naran’s parents for whom he asks prayers; 
also, Budam and his parents, and a goodly 
number of others in the same village. So 
where two unbaptized believers only a few 
months since, bore all the abuse of a 
heathen village for Christ’s sake, some 
sixteen baptized Christians now contend 
for the truth in that place. 

May the number of disciples be greatly 
increased in this beautiful, but very wicked, 
village of Amjonga. ‘The opposition here 
has at last entirely broken up our school. 
A village that should send a hundred chil- 
dren to school will send none, for fear of 
Christianity. This village is quite out in 
the plains, and strongly Hinduized, though 
all are Garos. 


LETTER FROM Mr. WARD. 


Five Young Men Baptized. Sibsagor, 
Sept. 8, 1868. — On Sunday, 30th ult., I 
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baptized five young men, who gave us un- 
usual satisfaction. Several more would 
gladly have gone forward, but we advised 
them to wait. Very likely before the 
close of the year we may receive three or 
four of these. The eight baptized thus far 
this year gave unusual evidence of “ His 
workmanship” who “creates anew in 
Christ Jesus.” For these things we thank 
God and take courage. 

Two of those baptized, the youngest, 
were children of native Christians, and 
about seventeen years old. Two others 
are married, their wives being members 
of the church. One is the first of those 
half Chinese and Assamese of whom I 
have made mention in my former letters. 
Two more young men from this quarter 
may in a short time be accepted. 


Lerrek From Mrs. WARD. 


Report of Colporteurs. The colpor- 
teurs, Kolibor and Nodhu, have just re- 
turned from a visit to some Kampti vil- 
lages about three days distant. Some of 
the villagers who came into Sibsagor to 
trade, expressed a desire to have a Chris- 
tian teacher come among them. Accord- 
ingly, about a month ago these two men 
were sent to explore the field, and see 
what encouragement there was for Chris- 
tian effort, and if possible induce two or 
three young men to come in and study. 
The result looks hopeful. 

On their arrival at the first village, they 
were immediately recognized by a man 
who had been here to the court on busi- 
ness, as the Christian teachers. The col- 
porteurs spend a great part of the rainy 
season about the court, where they meet 
people from all parts of the district. The 
news soon spread through the village that 
the Christian teachers had come, and 
every one greeted them kindly and ac- 
commodations were offered them. But as 
the houses seemed very full, they went on 
a short distance to the next village. Here 
they were offered a deserted idol temple ; 
but as it was a little out of the village and 
they preferred to be in the midst of the 
people, they took up quarters under a 
granary. This was built, as usual in this 


country, high from the ground, leaving a 
large, clean, dry place underneath, where 
the colporteurs not only lived, but gathered 
the people to hear the word of God. There 
was a third village a little further on, and 
the people from all three gathered to hear 
the colporteurs. They all evinced a great 
desire to hear all about the Christian re- 
ligion ; many expressed their approbation. 
Their headmen and an old priest read and 
compared their shasters with the Scrip- 
tures of the Christians. Theirs, however, 
being in a foreign tongue, was not under- 
stood by the colporteurs; but from what I 
can learn, it was probably Buddhism writ- 
ten in Burmese. They said they wor- 
shipped Gaudama and had no distinction 
of caste. At each of the villages there was 
a nice large house for idol worship, one 
where were three idols, two of gilded 
metal and one of marble, that were never 
worshipped, the temple having been de- 
serted. 

The cause assigned was this; the old 
man who had been the priest for many 
years, doffed his yellow garment and mar- 
ried, and so became a simple villager, 
working his farm like the rest of them. 
He was an exception to them in this, how- 
ever, that he could read the Buddhist 
Scriptures, and so he brought out a great 
parchment book and read for them. He 
was an exception also in being a rich man, 
when he left the priesthood taking a large 
amount of money and other valuables he 
had collected from the offerings of the 
people. 

At the other temples there were two 
lads acting as priests who had been in- 
structed by the old man. They were robed 
in yellow cloth and had shaved heads, like 
the priests of Burmah. 

There seem to be no greater obstacles 
to the progress of the gospel among them 
than among Buddhists generally. When 
told of the folly of worshipping images that 
could neither hear, nor speak, nor move, 
their reply was, ‘‘ We don’t worship the 
images; we worship God; but we cannot 
see Him, so we make these to represent 
His body.” But they acknowledged their 
great ignorance, and expressed a willing- 
ness to be taught a better way. They 
said they would send three young men in 
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to us to study, and begged that a teacher 
might be sent to live among them, and 
teach the children. Upwards of a hun- 
dred were promised as scholars. 

An old man among them said that many 
years ago he set up Burmese type in the 
press for the Cutter sahib; but since he 
was married, he had lived among his own 
people. When asked why he did not come 
and see the missionary, he replied, “I am 
an opium-eater, and the sahib don’t like 
that.” The people generally, the colpor- 
teur said, were not addicted to taking this 
pernicious drug. This is a hopeful fact. 


Visit to Singpho Villages. Apr. 13. — 
To-day Godhula returned from a trip to 
some Singpho villages about midway be- 
tween Sibsagor and Asaloo, the new Gov- 
ernment station on the Naga hills. One 
of the leading men from among them came 
here occasionally on business ; and, becom- 
ing acquainted with some of the native 
Christians, expressed a wish that a Chris- 
tian teacher would go to his village. He 
was invited to attend our Sabbath wor- 
ship and see the missionary. He came, 
and was a most attentive listener to the 
preaching. In the intermission between 
the services, he had a long conversation 
with Mr. Ward. It appeared that in his 
travels about the province he had known 
some of the native Christians of Nowgong 
and Gowahati, and heard considerable 
about the Christian religion. A woman 
baptized last Sabbath at Gowahati was a 
niece of his. He knew nothing of this, 
however, till we told him; but we were 
glad to discover even this connecting link 
with Christianity. He repeated his re- 
quest for a Christian teacher, and assured 
us that his people would gladly listen to his 
preaching. Godhula and his wife accom- 
panied this man to his home and had an 
encovraging visit. Men, women, and 
children gathered and listened with eager 
interest to all the preaching. They were 
greatly astonished to hear his wife read 
and sing. A woman able to read was to 
them a novelty indeed. Their desire for 
a school-teacher was scarcely to be ap- 
peased. The rainy season having just set 
in, it is impossible to do much for them 
just now. Godhula remained but a few 
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days, finding no convenient place to stay; 
every house was crowded with inmates, 
and their locality was very bad, having no 
water except what collected in pools from 
the rain; their food was equally miser- 
able; rice in abundance raised in their 
own fields, but nothing else, often not 
even salt to eat with it. Now and 
then a little fish was brought from a dis- 
ance; but they mainly depended on wild 
roots and greens gathered in the jungle. 
“ Haven't they pigs?” I inquired. “ Yes, 
but they never eat them except at a relig- 
ious festival, after the animal has been 
sacrificed to their god.” They said they 
were intending to move and rebuild the 
village near Asaloo. ‘The Government 
oflicer had offered land exempt from tax- 
ation ten years, and some villages of their 
tribe had already gone. “ But,” said they, 
‘*if the sahib will send us a teacher, and 
wishes it, we will stay here and build a 
house for the teacher.” ‘This shows how 
earnest they are in asking for a teacher ; for 
beside the better locality offered rent free, 
Government has recently doubled the 
taxes on the land where they now are, 
which falls heavily on their crop. ‘Two or 
three young men would have returned with 
Godhula to study here, but they did not 
know how they were to live, after the 
amount of rice which they would be able 
to bring was consumed. Word has been 
sent to them to come, and we will give 
them work part of the time; at any rate 
we will see that they do not sulfer, trusting 
that Providence will supply the needtul. 


Appeal for Help. Will it not be a 
privilege to our Christian friends to help 
supply the necessities of these boys, while 
away from their homes studying the word 
of God? These new and interesting open- 
ings for missionary effort make us feel that 
we should be glad to break loose from the 
cares that bind us hand and foot to this 
station. But we are still alone, and new 
work cannot be entered upon to the sacri- 
fice of the old. That these interesting 
tribes, so near the mission station, have 
not been Christianized, is solely because 
the mission has never been sufficiently re- 
inforced. For eight years Mr. Ward has 
been laboring here alone, and all the time 
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so overburdened, that though his heart is 
still strong for work, the frail tenement is 
breaking down; and still no sound of help 
comes from the ranks of Zion, and these 
poor heathen from the midst of the dark- 
ness, stretch out their hands in vain to- 
wards the light, seeking after God. Where 
lies the responsibility? Brethren and 
friends, think on these things. 


SIAM. 


Chbinese Mission of Bangkok, 
LETTER FROM Dr. DEAN. 


New Chapels — Three Churches. Bang- 
kok, July 25, 1868.— Last month the 
chapel was dedicated, and the church or- 
ganized at Lengkiachu, and this month 
the chapel at Banplasoi has been dedi- 
cated and the church organized, a Chinese 
pastor ordained, and deacons elected 
there. We have now three Chinese 
churches connected with this mission, one 
at Lengkiachu, of ten members ; one at 
Banplasoi, of thirty-four members, and 
one at Bangkok, of thirty-one Chinese 
members. God has been very good to us, 
and to Him be all the glory. His power 
is needed to preserve these churches of 
His own planting, and give progress and 
perpetuity to His own work, and manifest 
forth His glory, after this beginning of 
miracles among this people. 


Need of more Laborers. July 28.— 
In the report of the annual meeting in 
New York, I notice an allusion to Rev. 
S. B. Partridge, designated as a mission- 
ary to the Chinese and about to be sent 
to Bangkok. Let him come without delay. 
Never was a man more needed, and never 
had a man a prospect of a warmer wel- 
come. The churches at Banplasoi and 
Lengkiachu suffer for the want of a man 
to superintend them. One has an or- 
dained Chinese pastor, but they are all 
young in Christianity and need care and 
counsel, O how much! We just hear that 
the Lisles had reached Hongkong, with 


but little prospect of being able to remain 
there and labor. We greatly mourn the 


loss of their society and aid here, and 
daily pray God to sanctify to them and 
to us this sore disappointment. But will 
you send us others? I am sure you will, 
and that speedily, though you have borne 
long with us. There are special reasons 
why we should have a man here soon. 
God has been testing our faith in regard 
to fellow-laborers. Chilcott isdead; Lisle 
has gone; but God is here, and by sig- 
nificant tokens is calling for helpers from 
the American churches. The Chinese 
are asking for teachers to lead them to 
Christ, and the Christian’s heaven. 


Cannot say No. There are times when 
I can’t say No. When the Chinese ask 
if Jesus Christ can save them as well as 
us, I cannot say No. When these perish- 
ing millions raise the wailing cry for help, 
to deliver them from the direful woes that 
await the idolaters, the liars, the murder- 
ers, and the unclean, and save them from 
the dreadful damnation of the heathen, 
I cannot say No. God helping me, I will 
continue to point them upward to the 
world’s Deliverer, and cry for helpers 
from home, till that hand is covered and 
that voice is hushed in the grave. 


The Church at Banplasoi. Aug. 2, 
1868. — The newly ordained pastor of the 
Banplasoi church preached for us at Bang- 
kok this morning, and broke bread at the 
Lord’s Supper this afternoon. One case 
of church discipline was settled at the 
church meeting at noon, and the delin- 
quent reclaimed. Twenty-five Chinese 
members out of thirty-one were present at 


the table; one of the remaining six was 
confined at home ; three were absent from 


the city, and two, not reported. Several 
Chinese, not members of the church, were 
present at the Supper, three of whom have 
signified their wish for baptism. 


The Eclipse of the Sun. The king, 
with many of the officers of government 
and some of the European community, are 
preparing to leave for a place on the west 
coast of the Gulf, in lat. 110.30, to view 
the total eclipse of the sun on the 18th. 
Several of his Majesty’s steamboats have 
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for several days been running back and 
forth with men and material in preparation 
for the event, when the king expects the 
governor of Singapore, the admiral from 
China, with French officers from Cochin 
China, as his guests. Temporary dwell- 
ings have been erected, American car- 
riages have been transported, and large 
provisions are in progress for the accommo- 
dation of visitors. We remain at home, to 
witness a partial eclipse of the sun and 
to enlighten, if possible, the multitudes 
around us to whom the Sun of righteous- 
ness is in a total eclipse. The king un- 
derstands the cause of an eclipse of the 
sun, and how to foretell one; but the peo- 
ple with the nobility generally ascribe it to 
the yak, or monster, which they say at- 
tempts to devour the sun and moon, and 
he is frightened off from the devouring by 
beating tin pans and brass kettles, and 
gongs and drums. The din or wail on 
such occasions here is enough to frighten 
away any monster not fabulous. The 
mystery to the people is how any one can 
foretell the time the monster is coming to 
devour. It is hoped that the coming tem- 
porary darkness may through his Majesty 
give to his subjects some scientific light, 
and aid them to seek the light of the 
world. 


The Cry of Human Nature. A Chinese 
in rustic garb came to the mission-house 
this morning, and in answer to the ques- 
tion, “ What do you desire ?” said, “ I seek 
for Jesus. I am poor and unhappy, and I 
heard that Jesus can make me happy.” 
“Yes, you are right; you are asking for 
just the only one in all the world who can 
make you happy.” 

This reminds me of the language of 
Simon and his associates who followed 
their Master at the early dawn, found him 
in a solitary place and said, “ All men 
seek for thee.” Yes, the whole world, 
mostly with blinded eyes and in mistaken 
ways, are seeking for Jesus, or that which 
Jesus alone can give. The manacled mil- 
lions of Satan’s captives seek for some one 
to loose their fetters, and it is only Jesus’ 
hand that can break their bonds. The 
woes of the lonely widow, the dread of the 


drunkard’s wife, the hushed sighs of secret 
VOL. XLIX. 


sorrow, and the cries of suffering orphan- 
age, if they might find expression in words, 
would say, “* We seek for Jesus.” The 
din and discord of strife in all its forms, 
the clangor of the death struggle by con- 
tending armies, the ghastly field of blood 
still sending up commingled execrations 
and prayers, with all its entailments of 
desolate homes and more desolate hearts, 
would say in sorrowful, but significant 
speech, * We seek for Jesus.” The poor 
pagan, hewing a block into an image, if 
possible more stolid than himself, then 
prostrating his soul and body before it in 
prayer, with sacrificial offerings and burn- 
ing incense, and when done with his 
senseless service turning to a home as 
dreary as his own dismal heart, then wan- 
dering blindly on through days of darkness, 
lengthened into years of dreary hopeless- 
ness, to be ended only in the dreadtul 
damnation of the wicked idolater,— he 
and millions of the like, by myriad tongues 
of discordant notes, unite in one doleful 
ery of touching significancy, ‘* We seek for 
Jesus.” To all we are commissioned to 
say, “ Whom ye ignorantly seek, Him we 
preach unto you; and more than all you 
seek in your varied struggles for happi- 
ness, in Him we promise unto you.” 


More Baptisms. Aug. 22. —'Two days 
ago two Chinese, living eight days up the 
country, having during their visit at Bang- 
kok given evidence of faith in Christ, were 
baptized, and have gone on their way 
homeward rejoicing. They read Chinese, 
and have taken some Scriptures and tracts 
to give to their friends in their village of 
one hundred houses. They may have been 
sent by God to kindle a light in the dark 
regions beyond us. I should gladly follow 
them in person, but now can only follow 
them in prayer and hope and faith. 
Scarcely a day passes but some member of 
some of the churches comes for counsel, or 
care, or correction. 


Through the Crevices, The king and 
his court have just returned from the 
coast, where they met parties from Singa- 
pore and China, and several astronomers 
from France, to see the eclipse of the sun, 
— pronounced to be a perfect success, 
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The sun here was darkened, leaving but a 
rim of light like a new moon on its first or 
second day, and this shed its crescent light 
through the crevices of the roof, leaving 
the counterpart of the unclouded rim dis- 
tinctly resting on the floor of the verandah, 
forming a number of bright new moons on 
the floor wherever the light could find a 
passage through the roof. 


One Chinese church-member is reported 
to have died recently at Banchang, two 
days distant. Two of the old members 
here are quite feeble, but at chapel every 
Sabbath thus far. 


Lerrer FROM Miss A. F. DEAN. 


The New Chapel at Banplasoi. Ban- 
plasoi, July 13, 1868. — In the new chapel 
here, I am enjoying the comfort of a plank 
floor, on which one may step firmly with- 
out fear of slipping through. The build- 
ing measures thirty by thirty-three feet, 
all of wood, with an atap roof. Fronting 
the sea is an open verandah, where one 
finds the full benefit of the breeze, which 
is far more refreshing than the air of 
Bangkok just now. The verandah opens 
into the chapel-room, which occupies 
the larger half of the building, and 
would probably seat more than a hundred 
persons. Back of this are three rooms, 
used as sleeping and dining-rooms. ‘The 
kitchen and bath-room are about to be. 
Chek Leng, one of the church-members 
close by, superintended the building ; act- 
ing as nearly as he could in accordance 
with the suggestions of the “ venerable 
teacher; ” and he certainly deserves great 
credit for the strength and convenience 
of the structure. Like the other houses 
about, it is built on posts driven into 
the mud ; but it is higher, and cooler, and 
cleaner than theirs; and although appar- 
ently on such a soft foundation, it stands 
well the strong winds to which it is sub- 
ject. 


A Sail on the Gulf. My father and 
myself left Bangkok in the family boat 
on Wednesday, July 8, at seven A. M., 
expecting to go a tedious journey through 


canals to this place. But the boatmen 
were averse to that ; and, after repeated 
assurances from the steersman that the 
boat could cross the gulf without danger, 
they were allowed to take their own 
course. 

We were at the mouth of the river at 
midday. After rowing for about three 
hours on the gulf, the wind would not al- 
low us to go farther, so we tried to keep 
ahead of the waves, in shallow water, and 
close to the shore. The rising tide car 
ried us higher and higher up the sloping 
coast, until I, for one, began to be afraid 
that she would be rude with us and get us 
into deep water. But no, she only took 
us up among the bushes, and there quietly 
receded ; so quietly were we then 
steadied from the waves that all went to 
sleep and the tide stole away, leaving us 
fast in the mud, and we awoke just in 
time to see the waters at the stern laugh- 
ing at our calamity. There we had to 
stay a night and a day, waiting for the 
tide to come and rescue us. In this case 
she proved more powerful than ten men, 
and we went on our way rejoicing. 


A Kind Providence. There was a kind 
providence in this detention, however, as 
we learned afterward, to preserve us from 
the boisterous sea. On Friday, at sun- 
set, we landed. Scarcely were we out of 
the boat, our goods and chattels not yet 
all in the chapel, before there came a 
fresh breeze, which must certainly have 
upset our little boat had she been on the 
waves. As it was, it nearly blew me off 
the narrow raised walk leading to the 
chapel, and father had to hold on to the 
strong arm of Chek Leng to keep his 
balance. After we were safely housed, 
the wind and rain came in great fury ; 
only showing another wonderful deliver- 
ance from the power of the elements, and 
giving evidence again that we were in the 
safe keeping of Him who commands the 
winds and the waves. As the friends who 
called next day heard the incidents of our 
trip, they all said, “* The God of Heaven 
has preserved you.” 

Each caller came with a gift, as the 
custom is; some brought rain-water, 
which they know we prize; others, fowls, 
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fish, and eggs, pomegranates and custard 
app'es, more than enough for us and the 
boatmen. Last of all, the assistant brought 
in a miniature sea-horse. Although dead, 
he had once been alive, and was found by 
men who went out for mussels. This we 
could hardly number with the articles of 
food, although a Frenchman might have 
done 80. 


Dedication, Ordination, and Election of 
Deacons. On Sabbath was the dedicatorial 
service, at which were present something 
over forty. Afterwards seven candidates 
were examined for baptism; that ordi- 
nance was deferred until next Sunday, 
when there would be high water. 


July 20. — Yesterday we passed an- 
other interesting Sabbath with the friends 
at Banplasoi. Before the morning service 
was over, nearly sixty were present. As 
in courtry churches at home, — not so in 
the city, of course, some were not in 
to hear the text, which was in 1 Cor. v. 
12. After the sermon, Chek Pua, the 
assistant, who has been laboring among 
them for two or three months, was 
unanimously elected their pastor, and was 
ordained. Being the first one set apart 
among the Chinese here as a minister of 
the gospel, he hesitated long about ac- 
cepting the office. He was baptized by 
Mr. Ashmore, and for several years has 
been an assistant preacher. Although he 
has been through no theological seminary, 
he seems to have a good knowledge of 
Scripture, and is gifted in explaining and 
applying it. Two members who have 
been longest in the church were appointed 
deacons. 


Baptism of Nine Candidates. In the 
evening, when the tide was high and 
favorable for baptism, the church came 
together again, and two more candidates 
offered themselves for the ordinance, and 
after examination, were accepted. After 
afew minutes’ walk we found a sandy 
beach, whence we saw the nine baptized 
in the sea. At the communion which fol- 


lowed, there were present twenty-five out 
of the thirty-four members, and among 
them three women, all of them wives of 


church-members. One especially inter- 
ested the, so earnest does she appear to 
be after the truth; her husband, too, 
manifests a beautiful spirit, and together 
they seem honestly striving to follow their 
Master. 

In the midst of this rejoicing, the church 
was reminded that her pleasure was not 
yet unalloyed ; for three of the members 
were mentioned as subjects for discipline. 

Pray for this little church, now indepen- 
dent, but scarcely able to stand alone, that 
God may ratify in heaven what has been 
done for it on earth ; that He may estab- 
lish, strengthen, and purify it, and make 
it a light in the surrounding darkness. 


INDIA. 


Madras Presivency, 
Lerrer From Mr. CLouan. 


Inquirers and Baptism. Ongole, July 
16, 1868.— July 4th, while millions in 
our own happy America were celebrating 
the day that gave birth to the nation, fifty 
or sixty Hindus, most of them anxious 
about their souls, were coming, or had 
already arrived at Ongole from various 
villages to see, to hear about Jesus, or 
to be baptized. After much teaching, 
inquiry, and prayer, fourteen were re- 
ceived; and on the 6th inst. were immersed 
in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. A lovely company they were. 
How much I wish that the many friends 
of the Teloogoos could have been present. 
You could not have understood the words 
spoken; but their actions, the sobs and 
tears of some, and the sweet smile upon 
the faces of others, as they went down 
into the water, would have assured you, 
no doubt, that Jesus was precious to them, 
and that their faith was great. 


Mohammedan Priestan Inquirer. Since 
I commenced writing this letter, the man 
Khan Sahib, the Mohammedan priest, 
whom I mentioned a year or more ago, 
has been here to see me. I urged upon 
him the importance of believing in Jesus, 
as I have many times before. At first he 
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began to make excuses, saying that he 
would openly confess Jesus after fifteen 
days, that he already believed, that Jesus 
is God and God is Jesus, ete., etc. After 
this I reminded him that he was an old 
man, that Jesus had said through the 
Apostle Paul that, “Now is the well- 
accepted time, behold now is the day of 
salvation ;” that He did not say, Believe 
after fifteen days;” that before that time 
he might be in his grave, etc., ete. He 
seemed to feel these remarks and proposed 
a season of prayer. The old man prayed, 
seemingly in earnest, for light, saying (I 
quote some of his expressions), “ O God, 
Thou and Jesus Christ are one and the 
same. I ama great sinner. I have no 
wisdom. I want to be a Christian. I 
want to believe with my whole heart in 
Jesus Christ. Give unto me wisdom, give 
me boldness, forgive my many sins, make 
me a Christian, and let me go to heaven,” 
etc. 

We all feel considerable anxiety on 
account of Khan Sahib, and earnestly 
pray that God would hear his request, and 
give him faith and strength to break the 
ropes that are binding him to the world. 
If he comes out clear and openly on 
our side, humanly speaking he will be a 
great help to us, and Mohammedanism 
will feel the loss, not only in Ongole, but 
far beyond. May God do all and guide 
all for His glory. No doubt He will. 


CHINA. 
Gastern China Mission. 
LETTER FROM MR. JENKINS. 


State of Affairs in Kinghwa. Ningpo, 
Dec. 3, 1867.— Immediately upon my 
arrival at Kinghwa, I set forth from the 
city to Mongmong, to greet the brethren 
living at Dongdzah. About one third of 
the distance out, I met Dong Ah-o, coming 
in with a load of paddy. He seemed 
much surprised to meet me, as well he 
might be, being caught at his farm-work 
rather than preaching the gospel and look- 
ing after his flock like a good shepherd. 
Returning to the city, Dong soon joined 
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me, having disposed of his paddy at some 
way-side shop, when we had a long talk 
over mission matters in the district of 
Kinghwa. His story of the defection of 
the Christians, his own included, did not 
startle me, much as I was prepared for the 
worst; and I am sure every lover of 
Christ in America will be pained at the 
turn affairs have taken in Kinghwa, 
From the time of my return to Ningpo 
last May, nothing, absolutely nothing had 
been done to sustain the little interest, 
which, as I have already written, was even 
then in a deplorable state. No one had 
manifested any interest for the suffering 
cause, except the haters of Christ who 
were evidently on the alert, and had by 
their persistency forced the weak and 
feeble band from all apparent allegiance 
to their Master. If I mistake not, more 
sympathy had been given to heathenism 
than to Christian duties and fellowship. 
Yielding to Temptation. Last May | 
had given the care of the Kinghwa 
church into the hands of Dong Ab-o, 
whom I had hitherto believed to be one 
of the stanchest and most sincere of the 
disciples. He had evidently much to con- 
tend with in the opposition of his two re- 
pentant cousins, Ah-laen and Ah tsiao, 
and the hostile feeling of others of his 
family connections; yet he had seemed to 
leave them all for Christ's sake and the 
gospel’s, and showed himself worthy of 
trust. In proof of his fidelity he had re- 
mained by me and rendered valuable ser- 
vice when others stood aloof. He was 
ready to speak for Christ and to defend 
the cause in the face of known enemies. 
And I was knowing to his earnest endeav- 
ors to bring back his wayward brethren. 
True, his faith had a severe test, and for a 
moment he seemed to waver, when it 
was known that his name had _ been 
handed in to the magistrate, as one of 
those who refused to repent of having 
become the followers of Jesus. Yet he 
rallied, and I felt assured he would re- 
main firm, a consistent witness to the 
power of Christ’s love; and in consequence 
I had not only committed to him the care 
of the church, but paid him his salary for 
four months in advance, till I should again 
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yisit the field, as I now have done. But 
alas, for human expectations! I returned 


to Ningpo, May 27th, arriving June Ist, 
and not long thereafter I received a letter 
from Ah-o, saying that in consequence of 
fresh persecutions he had thought best to 
suspend further services at the chapel till 
I should move up to occupy the field in 
person, which it was hoped would be the 
case this fall, when quiet and peace would 
be restored. The truth is, the day I left 
Kinghwa last May, Ah-o threw off his 
yoke of allegiance to Christ as a leader in 
Israel, and to this day he has not resumed 
his duties; and further evidence shows 
that the Sabbath had no restraint for him, 
and in common with other members of his 
family he had sacrificed at the ancestral 
shrine, and contributed his part to the 
support of the village temple. 


Timid Disciples. During my stay at 
Kinghwa, I tried to sustain the Sabbath 
services, visiting Dongdzah each Lord’s 
day. As was my custom, on the first Sab- 
bath after my arrival I called at the homes 
of the brethren to invite them to worship, 
but could find only one male church-mem- 
ber. Some had gone to distant villages 
to attend to business, others were at their 
relations’. Such were the reports. A visit 
during the week justified these represen- 
tations to some extent. But the real rea- 
son for absenting themselves was not 
pressing business, but fear to be found 
mingling with the people of God. Last 
spring, with the exception of Ah-laen and 
Ah tsiao, whose names are mentioned in 
the paper of the Dongdzah petitioners as 
having repented of becoming disciples of 
Jesus, the disciples were willing to iden- 
tify themselves with Christ; but their 
enemies, the headmen of the village of 
Dongdzah, foiled in their attempts to de- 
stroy the church and force the missionary 
away, by the reply of the magistrate to 
their petition to prevent my renting a 
house for mission use, changed from direct 
attack upon me to threatening the disci- 
ples. They were told that should they 
enter the chapel for religious services, or 
assist the missionary in the propagation of 
the gospel, their names should be stricken 
from the family register, which in effect 
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would outlaw them, and their ancestral 
estates should be taken from them. To 
this end the Kinghwa magistrate gave his 
influence in his reply to the petition re- 
ferred to. The petitioners were the head- 
men of the village of Dongdzah. See Mag. 
for March, 1868, p. 83. This position of 
the headmen, though wholly untenable, 
and the magistrate’s counsel to them a 
direct violation of the Imperial will, has 
produced lamentable results. The little 
band which has for some years borne the 
name of Christ now shrinks, and, falling 
back, disperses each member to his home. 
For the present, at least, the church al- 
lows its name to become extinct, and, 
when called upon to come up to the help 
of the Lord, the members severally de- 
clare their inability to obey the gospel- 
When exhorted to remain firm and stead- 
fast, they declare that they cannot forsake 
all for Christ. “ Shall we not provide for 
our families?” say they; and they quote 
Paul to Timothy, viz., “If any provide 
not for his own, and especially for those of 
his own house, he hath denied the faith 
and is worse than an infidel.” Poor, short- 
sighted disciples! They deny their faith 
that they may provide for their families, 
or, what is nearer the truth, for their 
deceased ancestors. Again they say, 
“ Shall we not look after our fathers’ prop- 
erty?” And here is the snare into which 
they have fallen. For, to put their inter- 
pretation to this question, they must cul- 
tivate the lands bequeathed them by their 
fathers, and, as a sequence, attend to all 
the requirements of ancestral worship, 
which are idolatrous. 

This then has at length become with 
the Kingwha Christians the test question, 
whether they shall forsake all for Christ, 
or forsake Christ for that which perisheth, 
and in practice has no sanction in Scrip- 
ture. To save them from their perilous 
position, all consistent means were tried, 
inducements held out, and plans proposed. 
Yet the ever-recurring answer was, “ It 
cannot be done. If you have the power 
to deliver us, please do so; but we are 
unwilling to give up all for Christ.” This 
was the burden of their reply ; and, how 
far it is from the spirit of the gospel, I 

need not point out. Certainly it is far 
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from that of David, who would not offer 
unto the Lord that which cost him nothing. 


Not without Relentings. I have asked 
myself, after frequent visitings and con- 
versations with them at their homes, 
* What more can be done?” I have seen 
them weep as the truth was being applied, 
and they were free to confess their weak- 
ness and short-comings, and as I left them 
I felt almost assured that they would soon 
return to “do their first works.” Yet 
when the Sabbath came, and they were 
asked to accompany us to the house of 
God, the invariable reply was, “ I cannot 


go.” 


Vain Efforts to obtain a Residence. It 
seems to me that in every respect I have 
done my duty to save and restore them to 
the cause. Yet my soul is not at rest.” 
I cannot give them up. - And with the 
possibility of finding for them some way 
of escape, or to comfort and strengthen 
them, I have sought faithfully, but in vain, 
a place of abode within the walls of 
Kinghwa. But the contest has been an 
unequal one ; and, failing to secure a 
place for my family, I have returned, to 
await for the time being the development 
of Providence. To show my regard for 
the Christians and the waning cause, and 
to be able to move up to occupy the field 
at once, I offered upon my own responsi- 
bility large, but not inconsistent sums for 
eligible locations. But in every case the 
longed-for property was denied me ; not 
because of the unwillingness of the land- 
lord to part with it, for they were in many 
cases anxious to dispose of their houses 
and lands, being in want of money, nor 
yet because a foreigner was to be the 
buyer, but because of the district magis- 
trate’s refusal publicly to inform the peo- 
ple of our rights and privileges by treaty. 
I believe, however, the Lord is using all 
these means, though seemingly so adverse, 
to prepare the faithful for fiercer trials, 
and the field itself for a more glorious 
and abundant harvest. The work is the 
Lord’s ; will He allow it to fail, and all 
those who have taken upon themselves 
the vows of discipleship to pass over to 
the ranks of idolatry ? 


An Impracticable Magistrate. Finding 
I was not likely to secure a house for 
dwelling purposes within the city limits, 
l called upon the chief magistrate of the 
district to show him my passport, and to 
request him to post a proclamation, a copy 
of which had been placed in my hands at 
Ningpo by our consular agent, and which, 
as we were informed, was to be posted in 
every important place throughout this 
province. This proclamation is made up 
of extracts from the various treaties and 
conventions made with the Emperor and 
the foreign Christian powers, touching 
solely upon the rights of foreigners to live 
and teach, or propagate the gospel within 
the empire, and offering protection to such 
as shall embrace Christianity. I had 
spared no pains to inform the citizens of 
Kinghwa of our privileges as set forth in 
the proclamation, and they were quite 
willing to grant me anything I should re- 
quire for mission purposes, providing | 
would secure of the magistrate its posting 
or simply his seal of office. In this respect 
my visit was a failure,—the magistrate 
refusing to affix his seal, nor would he 
post the proclamation, nor issue any kind 
of a paper looking towards the pacifica- 
tion of the people by informing them of 
our rights. If ordered by his superiors, 
however, he would grant my request. 


Private Concessions. But while de- 
feated in this particular, I gained much in 
another direction. The reader will re- 
member the prohibition of this same mag- 
istrate last spring, when he forbade my 
renting or buying within the city for any 
purposes whatever, nor would I be allowed 
to preach the gospel within a circuit of 
eight or ten miles of it. In referring to 
these prohibitions, he said I could now do 
what I pleased, and in prosecuting my 
work noone should be allowed to inter- 
fere either with me or with any one in my 
employ. The people might rent or sell 
me their houses, or I might build as best 
suited my convenience, and dwell in the 
city without fear of molestation. “ This,” 
you will say, “is as it should be, and what 
more could be asked?” So far as the 
magistrate’s expressions of good-will go, 
nothing. But while granting all this to my 
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face, he utterly refused to say the same to branch of the Ningpo river, and arrived 
the people, who are, I believe, only too about nine o’clock in the evening at a 
anxious to receive his permission to favor village called Teo-Mung Giao, where a 
us. member resides who was baptized last 
Thus step by step the ground is being year. This member, a man over fifty 
yielded up, and we shall soon be able to years of age, was formerly a zealous 
occupy the field without a foe to contest Buddhist, but became interested in Chris- 
it, save the prejudices of the people and tianity by realing portions of the Scrip- 
the deep-seated superstitions of heathen- tures, and came to our chapel to learn 
ism. This happy result was brought about more of the doctrine. He is violently 
by my representations through our con- opposed by his wife, and ridiculed by 
sul to the governor of this province last his neighbors, for being a Christian ; he 
spring. “The Lord hath done great is the only one in the village. 
things for us, whereof we are glad.” Though it was so late when we arrived, 
Seemingly but one step more is neces- yet we had a service at which several of 
sary to the execution of our proposed the neighbors were present, to whom 
plans of occupation, namely, the promul- we preached the gospel about an hour, 
gation of the treaty abstracts above re- prayed, sang a hymn, and then retired. 
ferred to. With these before the people,I The students and myself slept in the 
see no reason why we may not, with funds boat, on the hard boards, to which I 
in hand, move up at once to possess our- have got quite accustomed. It was one 
selves of the land, and I am now trying to of the better class of small passenger 
bring about this result. boats, of which there are countless num- 
bers wherever you go, on the rivers 


and the interminable net-work of canals 
LeTreR FROM Mr. KNOWLTON. throughout China. 


Fruits of Former Labors. Ningpo, 
Sept. 8, 1868. — Recently we have been = New Openings. The next morning after 
reaping the fruits of former labors. At we had sung a hymn, and prayed, and 
our last communion at Ningpo, the first talked a long time to the people at the 
Sabbath of July, eight were baptized ; member’s house, we visited and talked 
and at Chusan, the first Sabbath in to the people at two villages. In the 
August, five. Most of these converts had first we stopped at the house of a sister 
been more or less under Christian instruc- of a preacher connected with Mr. Taylor’s 
tion for several years, and some had been China Inland Mission. She seemed desir- 
applicants for baptism for several months. ous to become a Christian, and wished us 
The gospel is often, even here in China, to establish a chapel in the vicinity, that 
like seed long buried inthe ground, which she might hear the gospel. At the other 
at length springs up and bears fruit. This village we found an old man and his 
is one encouragement to labor on, though daughter-in-law, who said they believed. 
we do not witness immediate great results; He was also anxious to have me establish 
those who follow us will reap the fruits of a chapel, that is, preaching place, at the 
the seed we are now sowing with tears. principal village, that he and his family 
Dr. Dean has been reaping the fruits of might attend. The member of our church 
the labors of his predecessors, as well as put in an earnest plea for a chapel and 
those of his own. preacher, for it was ‘too far to go to the 
chapel at Ningpo.” He mentioned two 
Tour South of Ningpo. Irecently made or three houses that could be obtained 
an interesting preaching tour, south of for achapel. I began to think that God 
Ningpo about twenty miles. I had with was calling me to erect in this dark place 
me three of my students and a Bible the standard of the cross, and the light of 
woman, to assist in preaching. Starting the gospel. My mind was predisposed to 
on the morning of the 17th of August, receive favorably sucha call ; for the very 
we went with the tide up the Fung-hwa_ thing we want to do and ought to do, is to 
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(January, 
establish places where the gospel shall be that she spent most of her time in repeat. 


constantly preached, all over the plains. ing these prayers. May we not hope that 
I felt that it would not do to let so favor- He who accepted the publican’s prayer, 
able an opportunity for beginning opera- ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner,” will 
tions at this point pass by unimproved. also hear this aged penitent’s prayer ? 
So, though I have already built one | Others seemed interested, and were 
chapel this year (at Red Bridge, Chu- anxious to have a preacher sent to them. 
san), I determined at once to obtain a O that we had suitable men for that im. 
house, if practicable, and fit it up for a portant field. The old gentleman at 
chapel. But as we wished to go on to whose house we were guests, offered us 
a very large village, where some friends a room for holding meetings, if we would 
of the Bible woman lived, we proceeded send a preacher. His daughter-in-law 
on our way after dinner, leaving word who had been to Ningpo to be doctored 
that we would contract for a house on for dropsy, where she heard the gospel, 
our return the next day. appeared decided in her determination 
As it was but six miles, we arrived to be a Christian. 
at the large village long before night. | The old man was in affliction ; for one 
We had time to go to the great ancestral of his sons had lost in a lottery about $400; 
hall, where we were allowed to preach to and, not being able to pay up the amount 
the crowds that assembled, as long as we demanded, he took a dose of opium (the 
chose. In one part of the building, the usual mode of committing suicide), and 
Bible woman talked to the crowd of killed himself. His father is trying to 
women that came together, chiefly out have those who conducted the lottery 
of curiosity, hoping to get a sight of the and thus seduced his son to ruin, brought 
‘‘red haired man,” the common designa- to justice for their crime. But hitherto he 
tion of all foreigners, — while the three has failed, because the guilty parties have 
student preachers and myself preached money, and bribe the officials and their 
the gospel to a company of about two runners. The old man is fast expend- 
hundred men and boys and a few women, ing his property in this lawsuit. He 
for about three hours. My young assistants listened attentively to all our preaching, 
talked boldly and well. but his heart seemed so full of his worldly 
trouble, that he was little affected by the 
Interested Inquirers. We then pro- gospel. Still he was very friendly, and as 
ceeded to another large village about I said, offered us a room for holding meet- 
half a mile distant, where our labor was ings, and said he would attend and invite 
of a more social kind, since through the his neighbors. I greatly regret that we have 
labors of the Bible woman who was not a strong man to send to this town, said 
with us among her relatives here for a to be the largest village on the Ningpo 
few years past, there are some sincere plain, numbering over 20,000 inhabitants, 
inquirers. One old lady who had palsy while within the radius of a mile there are 
in one arm, and suffered much pain, several other villages, one quite large. 
said she had given up all her old gods, There are no separate farm-houses in 
and prayed only to the true God, and China; the people all live in villages or 
trusted not in Buddha, but in Jesus to walled cities, and the above instance 
save her. Another old lady, eighty years illustrates the denseness of the popula- 
of age, and deaf, and in a state of almost tion on the Ningpo and other plains 
second childhood, said that she prayed throughout China. And it is the rice 
only to her heavenly Father and Jesus. so easily and abundantly raised, not bread 
She said she prayed thus: “Heavenly nor meat, that sustains the enormous 
Father, forgive my sins, and save me. population. 
Amen.” “ Jesus, save, save me. Amen.” People of the West say, “ Bread is the 
Her daughter-in-law said that several staff of life,” but it is a great mistake; rice 
times a day she kneeled upon her bed supports ten persons to one supported by 
and offered up the above prayers; indeed bread, the whole world over. 
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Male and Female Shopkeeper. On the 
forenoon of the second day we returned to 
Teo-mung-giao, where we spent several 
hours in preaching, and succeeded in 
renting a house, though I had to advance 
$18, to remove a mortgage, which sum 
will be returned when the house is re- 
turned to the owner. The Bible woman 
visited two or three villages and talked to 
the women. The wife of the native Chris- 
tian is a great trial and hindrance to him. 
He wishes to shut the shop on the Sabbath, 
but his wife will not consent to it, and de- 
clares she will sell when customers come, if 
he don’t, and she will do it in spite of him. 
He sells salt and wine, and was also sell- 
ing raw opium, as it comes in the ball from 
India, brought by “ Christian (?) merchant 
princes ;” but he readily consented to give 
up the trade in that article. Every shop 
along this street where he lives sells opium, 
the great curse of China. 

I determined to send the “blind stu- 
dent,” as I often call him, since his 
eyes are very near-sighted and dim, 
caused by disease; but he has rare ability, 
and so retentive a memory that he with 
much less labor gets his lessons as well as 


any in the class, and is, I believe, a sincere 


Christian. He commits two chapters, one 
in the Old Testament, and one in the New, 
daily, with the utmost ease. For a year 
or two he has been employed more or less 
as a colporteur, and has been studying 
several months. 

In the afternoon we returned to Ningpo 
with the tide, singing hymns by the way, 
and arrived about ten o'clock, feeling that 
we had performed a pleasant, laborious, 
and useful two days’ work; and this too, 
in the heat of summer, when most foreign- 
ers feel that they do well if they manage 
barely to exist. However, this summer is 
somewhat cooler than usual. On the first 
day of our tour occurred the great eclipse, 
though at this latitude only about one 
fourth of the sun’s disc was obscured. 
The Chinese did not observe it much ; 
so there was but a small din with gongs, 
“to drive off the heavenly dog who was 
eating up the sun.” The eclipse furnished 
a text for several addresses on the ab- 
surdity of the Chinese superstitions. 
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Fields to be occupied. The same Bible 
woman, a native assistant and myself, three 
years since, made a tour to the same 
localities, and preached in the same great 
ancestral hall, to as large and a still noisier 
crowd, as above narrated. How quickly 
times flies, and how little, comparatively 
speaking, is accomplished! I then fully 
intended to visit the place frequently, 
and expected that a native preacher 
would soon be established here. But 
alas! this is the first visit I have paid 
since, and where is the preacher ? 

But I am somewhat comforted when 
I consider that still more important fields, 
great centres in the interior, have in the 
mean time been occupied, and that I 
have been able to supply br. Kreyer at 
Hang-chau and vicinity with three native 
preachers, two of whom I had supported 
and educated at my own private expense, 
and the third having had aid in the same 
way for several months ; and, that I have 
also been able to supply br. Jenkins in the 
great city of Show-hing, with two men, 
educated at my own expense, and the 
ablest preacher and man in the whole 
Ningpo mission,— the other also sup- 
ported by myself about a year that he 
might study, and now laboring as a col- 
porteur, who though not a talented man, 
is a most excellent, pious Christian. To 
God be the praise! 


New Preachers employed. I received 
a short time since letters from some of 
these young preachers ; and the very kind, 
respectful, and grateful terms in which they 
speak of my example and instructions, 
repaid me for much of my care and 
expense on their behalf, and gave me 
encouragement to hope that they will be 
useful laborers in the vineyard of the 
Lord. The preacher at Show-hing said 
he remembered and often thought of my 
advice and instructions, and expressed 
gratitude for them, and the desire to 
profit by them and by my example. I 
take no praise to myself in this. I am 
too painfully conscious of my deficiencies 
to do this; but such words from those 
for whose good and improvement we have 
labored, yea, are our children in the 
gospel, are comforting and encouraging. 
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The sending off of these five men to 
new fields, has weakened the working 
force in connection with the Ningpo 
mission very much, and of course pro- 
portionally retards the progress of the 
work here ; but the advancement of the 
cause in China would, on the whole, be 
greater by the arrangement, I believed ; 
hence I was willing to make the sacrifice. 

I am trying to raise up other laborers, 
but I know that unless they are called 
and anointed of God, the attempt will 
be fruitless, Still, the necessities of the 
work have compelled me already to thrust 
three of the young men into the field with 
a very limited preparation; one at Ningpo, 
one at Mao-ka-zao, and one just now at 
Teo-mung-giao. They are all still studying, 
however. But the men, all of them, now 
employed in connection with that and the 
Hang-chau missions, need a more thorough 
training than they have had. If the 
Eastern China Mission is prospered, the 
time is not far distant when it will need 
a Theological School for training native 
preachers, something like that at Rangoon. 


PAission to Sweden. 


Lerrer From Mr. DRAKE. 


A Lesson for Praying Parents. Orebro, 
June 12, 1868. — My heart is full, and I 
must tell | trust the beginning of a new 
chapter in our history, also evidently a 
work of God. Br. Wiberg has told of 
the baptism of a young man from Finland 
by the name of F. V. Heikel. As he is 
an intimate acquaintance of the relatives 
of my wife, I have had a good deal of in- 
tercourse with him, and feel convinced 
that he is a real, Heaven-born soul. In 
relating his experience before the church, 
he remarked, for the encouragement of 
praying fathers and mothers, that the 
Christian truths inculcated by pious par- 
ents from his infancy had proved a bul- 
wark against the infidel notions leavening 

uropean universities. Also, that being in 
distress on account of his sins, out on the 
Indian ocean, and many miles from land, 
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he felt the power of his mother’s prayers ; 
and in finding peace in believing, it 
seemed to him that all the blessings she 
had invoked on him from his infancy, and 
treasured up by a prayer-hearing God, 
had come down upon his head in a 
moment. 


How the Convert became a Baptist. Ten 
years ago our Baptist brethren on the 
Aland Isles had to appear before the Abo 
Consistory. His father publicly disputed 
with them; but privately received them 
as brethren in Christ into his own house, 
fed them, and held sweet fellowship with 
them in prayer, singing, ete. A love of 
these brethren was kindled in the breast 
of the son. 

Further, in going on a voyage ina Fin- 
nish vessel, the Invisible Hand led him to 
Burmah, and here he found no Christians 
but Baptists. He especially mentioned 
Mr. Douglass, as having shown great kind- 
ness to him. Arriving in London, he 
tried to find out some dissenting chapels, 
but could find none but Mr. Spurgeon’s 
Tabernacle. 

Stopping at a Swedish harbor (Sunds- 
vall), he found br. E. Palmquist. and 
from his lips heard a “ never-to-be-forgot- 
ten sermon.” ‘The last winter he spent in 
Stockholm, he almost exclusively attended 
our services, thinking he fouad the gospel 
more fully preached than in the Lutheran 
churches. At his baptism he requested 
to be permitted to state publicly his 
reasons for this step. During the spring 
he has given a gratuitous course of lectures 
to our students; they were excellent. 


The First Baptist in Finland. Being 
the first Baptist in Finland proper, he 
needs earnest intercession at the throne 


of grace. He is the nephew of a bishop, 
I understand, the imperial councillor for 
Finland in ecclesiastical matters. Thus 
the Lord Himself has opened a door in 
Finland. None but a Russian subject 
could labor there. Others are sent over 
the borders. May God carry on His own 
work, and to Him we will ascribe all the 
praise forever, 
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LETTER FROM Mr. Broapy. 


Excessive Labors. Stockholm, Aug. 29, 
1868. — Besides my usual services in the 
chapel Lord’s day evenings, I felt it my 
duty, owing to the illness of br. Edgren, 
to preach also in the mornings to the 
second church during the winter and 
spring, till the beginning of June last, — 
when a brother, who for some years has 
been serving as a home missionary, was 
installed as the regular pastor of this 
church. It was rather too much for me, 
however, to preach to two churches on the 
Sabbath, besides attending evening meet- 
ings almost every night in the week, su- 
peradded to my daily labors in the school. 
Consequently when in the middle of April 
I took a little cold, I lacked strength to 
throw it off, and was laid up with fever 
for a couple of weeks. I felt thankful to 
the Lord however, that it did not result 
in something more serious, and that He 
was pleased to restore me so soon. My 
labors with this little church were, not- 
withstanding, a blessing both to me, and, 
as I have reason to believe, even to others. 
The Lord was pleased to show me, before 
I left the place, that the Word had not 
been preached in vain. 


Anniversary of the Theological Semi- 
nary. Our seminary held its Commence- 
ment, a public examination, on the 3d of 
June. The scholars, eleven in number, 
who had received instruction during the 
year, were all present but one. This one 
was obliged a few days previous to leave 
us for the drill in the army, according to 
the law of the land, which provides that 
every able-bodied young man of twenty 
years of age and in civic station shall 
turn out at a certain time during the sum- 
mer, to learn the art of arms in the coun- 
try’s service. Nine of the eleven had re- 
ceived full scholarships, and two had sup- 
ported themselves. Ten of them are 
devoted to the calling of the ministry, two 
of whom have already acquired some 
experience in that service. The eleventh, 
the youngest, is yet without a settled 
purpose in life. The examination. which 
was attended by a fair number of spec- 
tators, was creditable to all concerned. 
I must say in truth, that the young breth- 
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ren had displayed during the year more 
than a usual amount of diligence and at- 
tention to their studies, and it was with 
special pleasure that I witnessed the 
results of their earnest and persevering 
toil. 


Course of Studies. Br. Edgren had 
given instruction in arithmetic, algebra, 
geometry, physical geography, natural 
philosophy, and astronomy. Br. Drake 
had instructed in the Swedish language, 
Swedish history, general history, church 
history, and the Greek language. Br. 
Nystrom had taught the Hebrew lan- 
guage, and myself had instructed in the 
English language, logic, rhetorical exer- 
cises, moral science, Isaiah, exegesis, and 
homiletics. Besides this, br. Heikel, a fine 
medical student, offering himself to do it 
without being solicited, had given the 
school a course of lectures on anatomy 
and physiology. 

The exegetical studies had been pur- 
sued every school-day during the year 
except Fridays. These Biblical exercises 
I consider by far the most important as 
well as the most profitable, and they have 
been confined during the year principally 
to the first half of the Epistle to the Ro- 
mans. What I, by the grace of God and 
under the sought-for guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, especially aim at in these studies, 
is to get the young brethren to acquire a 
sound and living acquaintance with the 
word of God, and to train them into the 
habit of a patient, faithful, and thorough 
study of the Scriptures. 


The Future of the Young Men. The 
three brethren who, when the school 
opened two years ago, began with the 
studies of the second year, will continue 
with us, at the farthest, only to the close 
of October next, when, the Lord willing, 
they intend to enter upon their respective 
fields of labor. These will be the first of 
the regular courses to go out from the 
school. But we have good hopes of their 
usefulness in the Master’s service. They 
are all promising, devout young men, and 
the benefit they have received in the 
school is very apparent. Two of them, 
Lindblom and Backman, possess already 
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some experience in the ministry ; the 
third, Vingren, is somewhat younger and 
less experienced, but still of fair ripeness. 
Lindblom will probably settle in Sunds- 
vall, and take charge of the large mission 
field in the north of Sweden. Backman 
intends to return to his old field in Gefle, 
and serve the churches in that section. 
Vingren will probably settle in Christian- 
stad, and superintend the work in the 
south of Sweden. 


Swedish Ministers’ Institute. Accord- 
ing to the suggestion of the Foreign 
Secretary, which evidently came from the 
Lord, brn. Wiberg; Drake, and myself 
had, a few months previous to the ex- 
amination of the school, made out a plan 
for the holding of a Ministers’ Institute 
during the coming vacation. It was 
agreed between us, that br. Wiberg should 
lecture on pastoral theology, symbolics, 
and the constitution and discipline of the 
Baptist church ; br. Drake, upon the 
history of the Baptists, the civic and 
political constitution of Sweden, and the 
Swedish language, accompanied with 
practical instruction ; my subjects should 
be moral science, doctrinal theology, and 
the evidences of Christianity. Three 
weeks were fixed upon as the length of 
time for its continuance, and the city of 
Orebro as the place where we should hold 
the Institute this year. This city with 
the surrounding districts is the chief point 
of central Sweden, and perhaps the most 
important stronghold of the Baptists in 
this land. To give the churches and the 
brethren whom we intended thus to serve 
sufficient time for preparation, we informed 
them about two months beforehand of 
what we, by the grace of God, proposed 
to do, hoping for their prayers and codp- 
eration. 

Accordingly, the examination of the 
Seminary being over, we started for Ore- 
bro at the time agreed upon, the 9th of 
June, and on our arrival were most cor- 
dially and hospitably received by the breth- 
ren of the city. ‘They cheerfully and with 
great readiness placed their chapel at our 
disposal, in which on the following morn- 
ing we opened our course of lectures, which 
were continued tothe 3d of July. I led 
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off with doctrinal theology from 9 to 10 
o'clock; was followed by br. Drake, who 
lectured either on the Swedish language 
or on the civic and political constitution 
of Sweden from 10 to 11. Then br. 
Wiberg took up symbolics, or the con- 
stitution and discipline of the Baptist 
church, from 11 to 12. I closed the morn- 
ing session with moral science from 12 to 
1P. M. We had then a respite till 3 
o'clock, P. M., when br. Drake began 
with the history of the Baptists, followed 
by br. Wiberg on pastoral theology from 
4to5. Then I took up the evidences of 
Christianity from 5 to 6, P. M., which 
exercises closed the Institute for the day. 
Of course, devotional exercises were first 
and last, every day. Thus we continued 
until the last few days, when I was obliged 
to add two hours, —from 8 to 9 A. M. 
and 8} to 9} P. M.,— to my other three 
during the day, in order to give some 
kind of finish to the subjects I had begun. 

The average attendance was about six- 
teen, — these being either pastors, preach- 
ers, elders, missionaries, or colporteurs. 
All present, showed great attention and 
seemed to be exceeding pleased with their 
fare. When it is considered how strange 
and unusual their task was, I need not 
tell you that it required grace on their 
part to sit patiently drinking in day after 
day, and not to get tired with our bother- 
ing questions. But if the toil was arduous 
on both sides, great was also our mutual 
compensation. You would have enjoyed, 
had you dropped in at any time, to notice 
what was going on among us; but espe- 
cially so, could you have been present at 
the closing, and witnessed the tears shed, 
falling from almost every eye, when we 
uttered our final words of thankfulness, 
apology, blessing, and departure, — which 
spoke so eloquently and gratefully of la- 
bors appreciated and benefits received. 
In brief, to use a common phrase, the In- 
stitute was a success ; and God alone be 
praised who made it so ; and with His 
blessing, it will remove prejudice, further 
the cause of ministerial education among 
us, and bea source of great good to the 
churches generally. 


Associations. Preaching in a State 
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Church, Our labors in Orebro were not 
wholly confined to the Institute. Besides 
preaching on Lord’s days, and occasionally 
on week-day evenings in the city and 
country round about, we also attended 
the annual meetings of two different as- 
sociations, Nerike and Westmanland. 
These were of a highly interesting char- 
acter, especially the former. I also had 
the privilege while in Orebro, to preach 
in the State church, which the Lutherans 
had opened for us at the request of our 
brethren. The house, which is a large 
one, was perfectly crowded. Two thou- 
sand people at least were inside, and per- 


haps nearly as many were outside who 
could not get in. This, I believe, was 
the first time that a State church has been 
opened for and at the request of Bap- 
tists. And when it is taken into consid- 
eration that the place is one of the most 
influential among our inland cities, the 
event forms quite an epoch in the history 
of our denomination. 

On my return to Stockholm I found 
things as usual in the chapel, except that 
the congregation had grown somewhat 
thinner, owing in great measure to so 
many of the people having moved out 
into the country during the warm season. 


DEATH OF THE HON. NEHEMIAH BOYNTON. 


We have never performed a more pain- 
ful duty than to record the sudden death 
of the noble man whose name stands at 
the head of this article. He died in this 
city on Sunday, the 22d of November, 
aged 64 years. 

_ Mr. Boynton was born in the present 
town of Rockport, near Gloucester, Mass., 
and then a part of Gloucester, on the 2d 
of December, 1804. He commenced busi- 
ness, when 21 years of age, at St. George, 
Me., and was soon afterwards elected to a 
seat in the Legislature of that State. At 
the age of thirty he removed to West 
Thomaston, where he prosecuted business 
for eleven years. At the close of this 
period he came to Boston, and has ever 
since remained in active business. Dur- 
ing the greater part of the time that he 
was doing business in this city, his resi- 
dence has been in Chelsea, where he early 
took a prominent position as a member 
and officer of the first Baptist Church. 
In 1859 and 1860 he represented the first 
Suffolk District in the State Senate, and 
in 1862, 1864, and 1865, he was a member 
of Governor Andrew’s Executive Council 
for Suffolk County. In both these posi- 
tions he commended himself by sound 
judgment and fidelity to the trusts com- 
mitted to him. 
But the public position to which his 


MISCELLANY. 


heart was most fully committed, and 
which he contemplated with highest satis- 
faction, was the part to which he was 
called in the councils of the Missionary 
Union. In 1853, a vacancy having oc- 
curred in the Executive Committee, he 
was chosen io fill it. He was immediately 
appointed Chairman of the Finance Com- 
mittee, and two years later, he consented 
to take the office of Treasurer, a post 
which he filled for nine successive years. 
He took the place in a time of financial 
embarrassment to the Union, and for 
years carried the heavy burden of debt 
that rested upon it, and did not re- 
tire till the debt was paid off, and the 
institution was placed upon the high and 
broad financial basis which it has occupied 
in later years. It is chiefly to his finan- 
cial ability and unwearied care and labor 
that we are indebted for the present pros- 
perous condition of the Union. 

The prominent personal qualities of Mr. 
Boynton were fittingly symbolized by his 
commanding personal presence. Weight 
and symmetry of character were his in an 
eminent degree. No man was ever less 
influenced by personal fears or prefer- 
ences. His action was based on public 
and solid reasons. No member of the Com- 
mittee ever commanded greater, perhaps 
we ought to say equal, influence for his 
opinions. The answer to the question, 


“What does Deacon Boynton think of 
it?” was almost enough to conclude any 
matter of weight. All felt that his judg- 
ment was generally just, and always 
grounded in acquaintance with the sub- 
ject, and well considered reasons. To the 
high personal qualities which contributed 
to this beautiful wholeness, he added a 
faith in God, and in the loyalty of His 
redeemed people, that made him confi- 
dent, where, to human sense, there seemed 
more ground for despondency. His faith 
was singularly child-like and implicit; and 
his piety was warm and transparent as the 
sunlight. He towered high above the 
heads of his brethren, because he sat so 
lowly at the feet of his Master. He walked 
with God, and his countenance was always 
bright with the light of the Divine Pres- 
ence. With the record of such a life as 
he lived before all men, there was no need 
of a dying testimony ; and so, after a few 
days of unconscious decay, he passed into 
the purer life of heaven. 

The following papers are inserted here, 
as a fitting close of this brief and imper- 
fect memorial of a wise, good, and faithful 
man. The first has been entered on the 
Records of the Executive Committee, and 
the other has been sent to the afflicted 
family of the deceased. 


In Executive CoMMITTER, 
Boston, Nov. 24, 1868. 

The Executive Committee of the Amer- 
ican Baptist Missionary Union are con- 
strained both by personal feeling and by 
a sense of duty to put on record an ex- 
pression of their profound grief in view of 
the decease, on the 22d inst., of their be- 
loved brother and highly esteemed asso- 
ciate, Hon. Nehemiah Boynton. 

By the favor of Divine Providence, we 
have very seldom had occasion for a simi- 
lar service in reference to one of our num- 
ber; and, in the history of our organiza- 
tion, we have in few instances been called 
to deplore an equal loss. While, there- 
fore, we would render devout thanks to 
the God of Missions for bringing into our 
councils, and giving us as a co-laborer, 
one so excellent and trustworthy, we have 
the conviction that only the same God can 
replace him with a fellow-servant equally 
estimable and useful. 

Our brother was one of the few whose 
departure from earth makes a_ broad 
chasm in society, and whose place cannot 
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easily be supplied. Especially large jg 
the vacancy now existing in these Rooms, 
where, as a Treasurer, and as a member 
of the Committee, during a period of more 
than fifteen successive years, he rendered 
invaluable service. His rare combination 
of Christian qualities greatly endeared 
him to all our hearts. His sound judg- 
ment, his prudent forecast, his unvarying 
fidelity to all trusts, inspired, to an’ ex- 
traordinary degree, our confidence. As 
a wise counsellor in every department of 
our work, and preéminently in our finan- 
cial responsibilities, we have regarded his 
worth as unsurpassed. 

But we remember that others sustained 
to him tenderer relations than ourselves, 
and are sharper sufferers. We therefore 
request of the Executive officers, on be- 
half of themselves and the Executive 
Committee, to address a communication 
to the bereaved family expressive of af- 
fectionate sympathy in their irreparable 
loss, and of congratulation that they have, 
in the unblotted record of the husband, 
the father, and the Christian citizen, so 
rich a legacy. 

We also agree that, by permission of 
Divine Providence, we will attend the 
funeral services appointed for to-morrow, 
at midday, at the Shawmut Avenue 
Baptist Church. 


American Baptist Misstonary Unton, 
12 Bedford Street, Boston, Dec. 1, 1868. 

Dear Mrs. Boynton, — By direction 
of the Executive Committee as expressed 
in the accompanying document, the un- 
dersigned beg leave to convey to you, 
and to your family, an expression of their 
condolence in view of the lamented death 
of your revered husband and father. 

We are well aware that the wound 
which you have received is too deep for 
the ministrations of human sympathy, 
however sincere; but we cannot forbear 
the mournful office of telling you how 
deeply we commiserate your loss, and of 
assuring you that our sorrow on this sad 
occasion is something akin to your own. 
For more than fifteen years, the husband 
and father who has so suddenly left your 
home cirele desolate, was our honored and 
trusted associate in the cares and respon- 
sibilities with which we are charged. 
During all this period we were witnesses 
of the patient assiduity, the sterling integ- 
rity, the unfailing courtesy, and the active 
Christian sympathy which he brought to 
the discharge of’ his great trusts as ‘T'reas- 
urer and as associate member of the Com- 
mittee; and long since we had come to 
love the man, as well as to honor the officer, 
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for the high and endearing qualities 
which marked his character. Permit us 
then to mingle our tears with yours, and 
to add that we deplore the death of our 
revered associate not only as a domestic 
and personal bereavement, but as a pub- 
lic calamity which it will take long to re- 
trieve. 

While we thus condole with you in 
the sorrow which has come upon you and 
your household, we also rejoice with you 
in the Christian work which your de- 
parted husband and father so manfully 
did in the world, in the honors which he 
gathered, and in the unsullied name which 
he has left behind him. These constitute 
the richest legacy which a man even in 
the most exalted station can leave to his 


survivors; and this wealth of high and 
sacred memory he has consecrated to you 
and to us all, Having thus secured to us 
the stainless and enduring record of his 
work and his worth, he has ceased from his 
earthly labors and entered into his heav- 
enly rest. 

And so mingling sincerest sorrow with 
highest felicitation, and humbly looking 
forward to the day when we shall all be 
gathered to that blessed Home where 
tears and death are no more, we are, dear 
sister, with heartfelt sy mpathy, 

Yours in the tribulations 

And patience of the Gospel, 
J. G. WarREN, For. Secretary. 
J. N. Murpocn, Home Secretary. 
F. A. Smita, Treasurer. 


MAINE. 


Warren, Ladies’ For. Miss. Soc., Mrs. 
Eliza A. Richardson tr., 12.00; 
Acton, ch. 10; Vassalboro’, Mrs. 
Abigail White 100; Leeds Fem. 
Miss. Soc. 13; East Monmouth, 
ch. 10; fr. J. E. Brainerd W. 
Bowdoinham Asso., 145 00 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


Sutton, Lavinia H. Pillsbury 1; So. 
Lyndeboro’, Micah Hartshorn 2; 8 00 
VERMONT. 
State Convention, E. A. Fuller tr., 
Lamoille Asso., Dea. Lauren tr., 
57.07; Westford, Dea. Hobart 5; 
Londonderry, ch. 4.23; Whiting- 
ton, ch. 2; 68 30 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Westfield Asso., Edwin Chase tr., 
Granville, ch. 21; Holyoke, 2d ch. 
56.35; Reading, ch. 14; Lowell, 
Worthen St. ch., Geo. D. Hill tr., 
42.20; Grafton, Ist ch. 16.50; 
Wales, ch. 13.80; Wales, Elisha 
Shaw 100: Sturbridge, ch. 6; 192 50 
Franklin Asso., J. B. Bardwell tr., 
Bernardston, ch. 6.50 ; Rowe, ch. 


63 ; 9 13 
Newton, Theol. Sem., Soc. of Miss. 

Inquiry, P. M. Butler tr., 425 
Framingham, Ist ch. and Soc., W. 

Nixon tr., 70; Boston, 4th st. ch., 

J. W. Hill tr., 55; Boston, a 

friend 1.25; Bradford, C. L. Cary 

5; So. Dedham, ch. 100; Jamaica 

Plain, ch., J. B. Witherbee tr., 


870 ; Chelmsford 25; 750 00 1011 88 
CONNECTICUT. 

Preston, ch., A. A. Haskell tr., 18 00 
NEW YORK... 


Brooklyn, Strong Place ch., A. B. 
Capwell tr., 500; Hannibal, ch. 
19; New York, Baptist Sunday- 
school Union, Saml. T. Hillman 
tr., Pilgrim ch., 8. 8., for sup. of 
two nat. prs., care Rev. M. H. Bix- 
by, Toungoo, Burmah, 100; 619 00 

Coll. per Rev. O. Dodge, Dist. Sec., 

Rensselaerville Asso., Berne and 
Knox, ch. 86; Charlest .n, ch. 
12.55; Middleburgh, ch. 7; Pres- 
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ton Hollow, ch. 20; Gayhead, ch. 
8; So. Durham, ch. 15 ; Westkill, 
ch. 10; Westerloo, ch. 12.65; 
Westerloo, F. M. Soc. 24.10; Flat 
Creek, ch., F. M. Soc. 8.20; New 
Baltimore, ch. 6.50; coll. at Asso. 

; 195 


35 ; 00 
Saratoga Asso., Northville, ch. 10 00 
Hudson River Central Asso., Peeks- 

kill, Rev. W. Hl. Webber, 

Dutchess Asso., Amenia, ch. 116.35 ; 

Stanford, 2d ch. 23.50; Geo. Beck- 

with 4; Mrs. E. C. Ambler 5; J. 

Booth 2; Mrs. C. Husted 5; North 

East, ch. 21.50; Pawling’s Cen., 

ch, 28.24; South Dover, ch. 19.50; 220 09 
Chemung River Asso., Big Flatts, 

ch. 15; South Port, ch. 11.88 ; Rev. 


B. W. Capron 1 ; 27 88 
Washington Union Asso., Mrs. Lucy 

Harrington 5 00 
Niagara Asso., West Somerset, ch. 12 00 


Worcester Asso., West Worcester,ch. 18 10 
Otsego Asso., New Lisbon, ch. 27.05; 

Hartwick, ch. 16.27; Burlington, 

1st ch. 8; Edmerton, 2d ch. 20; 

Morris, ch. 6; B. Talbott 2; B. 

Cook 1; 80 
Franklin Asso., Oneonta, ch. 8 
Wayne Asso., Rose, ch. 29 
Madison Asso., De Ruyter, ch. 8.55 ; 

Fenner, ch. 7; Cazenovia, Ist ch. 

15; Chittenango, ch. 4.50 ; 35 
Long Island Asso., Brooklyn, Edward 

Adams 60 00 
Hudson River South Asso., West 

Farms, A. Denike 

NEW JERSEY. 

Coll. per Rev. O. Dodge, Dist. Sec., 
East New Jersey Asso., Westfield, ch. 

12.60; Passaic, 8.8. 7.81; C. Ter- 

hune, 5 yrs. old, dying gift 1.30 ; 21 21 
Coll. per Rey. J. V. Ambler, Dist. 

Sec 


Trenton, central ch. 28.42; Jacobs- 
town, ch. 47; Marlton, ch. 8; Mid- 
dletown, ch. 51.05 ; 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia, Wm. Bucknell 1000; 
Pittsburg, C. L. Clark, for the 
Shan Mission, care Rev. J. N. Cush- 
ing, Toungoo, Burmah, 10; Phila- 


deiphia, Fifth ch., Young People’s 


134 47 155 68 
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Asso., for purchase and expenses of 
a boat for Rev. Mr. Van Meter, Bas- 
sein, Burmuh, 210; Mrs. C. A. L. 
50; Linden, German Bap. ch., of 
wh. 10.65 is fr. 8. 8., 33.82; East 
Smithfield 47.75 ; 

Coll. per Rev. J. V. Ambler, Dist. 
See 


Philadelphia Asso., Spruce st. ch., 
Mrs. J. V. Ambler 25; Berean ch., 
Dea. Tolman 20 ; Pequa, 8. 8. 5.20; 
Chestnut Hill, 8. 8. 4; 

French Creek Asso. . Meadville, 8. 8. 
Miss. Soc., to sup. nat. pr., Mau 
Koh Tur,’ at Shwaygyeen, Bur- 
muh, 

Wyoming Asso., Pittston, a friend 

T unkhannock, ch. 6; Cole- 
grove, N. Robbins 4; 
Pittsburg Asso., Peter's Creek, 8. 8. 


DELAWARE. 
we per Rev. J. V. Ambler, Dist. 


Witesington Ast ch. 11.10; 2d ch., 
in part, 23; German ch., H. Link 


5; 
OHIO. 
Coll. per Rev. G. H. Brigham, Dist. 


Sec., 

Dayton, Ist ch.,S8.8., for sup. of nat. 
pr., Tah Boo, care Rev. D, A. W. 
Smith, Henthada, Burmah, 

Meigs’ Creek Asso., Cumberland, 8. 
8. 1; Mrs. Conover 2.50 ; 

Lorain Asso., Elyria, ch. 


ILLINOIS. 
a per Rev. S. M. Osgood, Dist. 


Chicago Asso., Woodstock, ch., 8. 8., 
tow. sup. of nat. pr., care Kev. J. 
E. Clough, Ongole, India, 

Edwardsville Asso., Upper Alton, 
College, Students’ Miss. 

Fox River Asso., Joliet, ch., in part, 
60.40 ; Somonauk, ch., in part, 23; 
Sandwich, ch., in part, 170.88; 
Newark, ch. 6.97 ; Chicago, Union 
Park ch., of wh. 25 is fr. 8. 8., 
tow. sup. of nat. pr., care Rev. J. 
W. Johnson, Swatow, China, 35; 

Galesburg Asso., Galva, ch., in part, 

Mackinaw Asso., Fairbury, ch., Prai- 
rie Flower, 8. 8. 

McLean Asso., Bloomington, ch., in 
part, of wh. 5 is fr. “a Baptist,” 
for Rev. E. P. Seott’s work, Now- 
gong, Assam, 90.80 ; Normal, ch., 
in part, 21. 48; 

Ottawa Asso. "Berean, ch. 1.50; John- 
son’s Grove, ch., of wh. 1.75 is coll. 
at Shabonna’s Grove, 20.385; La- 
moille, ch.,in part, of wh. 100 is fr. 
Mrs. Eliza Benton, 140.42; 

Asso., Diamond Grove, 
ch. 


INDIANA. 
Rev. G. Il. Brigham, Dist. 


White Lick Asso. and Greencastle 
ch. 8; Mrs. Dea. Standiford 5; 
Bedford Asso., Mitchell, ch., 8. 8., 

to sup. scholar with Mrs. Ingalls, 
Thongzai, Burmah, 
State Convention, Lafayette 


IOWA. 
Coll. per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, Dist. 
Sec 


Davenport Asso., Iowa city, ch., in 


rt, 
Buglish River Asso., Fremont, ch., 
Mrs. R. M. Ferguson 
Iowa Valley Asso., Toledo, ch., Wm. 
E. Rogers 
Keokuk Asso., Denmark, ch. 
tow. sup. of Ka Too, care vq i 
A. Stevens, Rangoon, Burmab, 


851 57 


54 20 


25 00 


60 00 
5 50 1496 27 


148 17 


60 00 


75 


112 28 


162 27 
3 50 


13 00 


12 00 
79 00 


34 93 
1 00 
5 00 


17 00 


153 67 


718 15 


104 00 


Donations. 


Linn Asso., Vinton, ch., A. N. Blood- 
good, tow. sup. of nat. pr., care 
Rev. J. E. Clough, Ongole, India, 

South Western Iowa Asso., coll. 
Asso., by tr. 

Turkey 'River Asso., McGregor, ch. 


MICHIGAN. 
Coll. per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, Dist. 


Flint River Asso., Fentonville, ch. 1; 
Davisonville, ch. 1; 

Grand River Asso., Ada, ch. 6.30; 
Grand Rapids, Ist ch. 56.17; Rich- 
ford, ch., coll. by Miss Flora E. 
Stilwell, 2.25 ; 

Hillsdale Asso., Allen’s Prairie, ch. 
4.86; Quincy, ch., coll. at Lake 
School House, 4 ; 

Kalamazoo River A'sso. , Ganges, ch., 
Rev. A. Webb and wife 

Michigan Asso., St. Clair, ch. 

Washtenaw Asso , Ann Arbor, ch., 
Mrs. Eastwood 

Wayne Asso., Highland, ch. 88.50; 
Redford, ch. 13; Salem, ch., of wh. 
50 is fr. J. W. Lamb, and all tow. 
sup. of nat. pr., care Rev. L. Jew- 
ett, Nellore, India, 80.90 ; Howell, 
ch., 8. 8., tow. sup. of pupil under 
care of Rev. J. E. Clough, Ongole, 
India, 20 ; Brighton, ch. 3; Chocta, 
ch. 50; Novi, ch. 23.60; Farming- 
ton, ch. 1; Milford, ch. 2; Ply- 
mouth, ch., of wh. 10 is fr. John 
Allen, and 3 from L. Pooler, 33.45 ; 
Northville, ch. 25.17 ; 


MINNESOTA. 
ag ok per Rev. 8S. M. Osgood, Dist. 


Southern Minn. Asso., Le Roy, T. P. 
Ropes 
NEBRASKA. 
a per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, Dist. 


Nebraska Asso., coll. at Asso. 
WISCONSIN. 

Coll per Rev. S. M. Osgood, Dist. 
Sec. 

Dodge Asso., Baraboo, ch. 

Richland Asso., coll. at Asso. by W. 
Cc. Wright, 

Winnebago Asso., Ripon, ch., 8. 8., 
tow. sup. of Garo nat. pr., care 
Rey. I. J. Stoddard, Assam, 

CALIFORNIA. 

San Francisco Asso.,in part, per Rev, 

W. M. Lisle, 

Stockton, ch., per do., 

OREGON. 

McMinnville, Mary Morse 3.50; Rev. 

G. C. Chandler 

CANADA, 


Coll. per T. 8. Thurston tr., 
Toronto, per H. J. Morse tr., 


GERMANY. 
Coll. fr. German churches, per Rev. 
J. G. Oncken, 

FRANCE. 
Coll. fr. churches in France, per Mr. 
A. Dez, La Fére, ch. 83.41; De- 
nain, ch. 25.11; Cuise, ch. 57.28; 
Chauny, ch. 96.25; Paris, ch., of 
wh. 9% 66 is tow. rent of chapel, 


LEGACIES. 
B. B. Browning, per 
Rev. G. H. Brigham, ina 


Total for November, 


Total from April 1 to Nov. 30, 1868, 


{[January, 1869, 


12 50 


18 20 
77 10 165 73 


2 00 


241 12 326 55 


$7,145 54 


47 00 
$7,192 54 
$78,580 81 


32 
8 00 
3 1 85 
5 5 00 
38 10 
200 
‘ 
12 65 
q 
a 10 00 
7 296 25 { 
63 60 2 85 
2 50 
2000 3285 
29 87 | 
100 13 129 60 
6 50 
96 38 
|| 
457 87 


